Vernie Joseph Miller
March 7, 1934 - March 2, 2021

Vernon Joseph Miller, son of Frank J. And Isabel (Weihs) Miller, was born March 7, 1934
in Buck Grove, Iowa. He was baptized and confirmed at St. Peter’s Catholic Church in
Defiance, Iowa, where he remained a lifelong member. He attended St. Paul’s Catholic
Church in Defiance, where he graduated with the class of 1951.
Shortly after graduating high school, Vern worked in Omaha at Wilson Packing Company.
He returned to Shelby County where he met and married Mary Eckermann. Vern was
drafted into the Army in 1956, serving at Fort Bliss, Texas for 2 years. Upon his and Mary's
return to Shelby County, settling in Defiance, Vern began driving a tank wagon with
Standard Oil Co. He would go on to own and operate a bulk/wagon franchise of Standard
Oil, eventually moving to Irwin. Vern developed several lasting friendships in the counties
he served with bulk oil. He and Mary managed the business until his retirement in the midnineties.
He is fondly remembered by hundreds of students and families in the IKM-Manning school
district, having driven the school bus for 52 years, both rural routes and sport events. Vern
was a passionate supporter of the IKM schools, even when not driving the school bus for
an event - either working chains at a football game, or in attendance cheering on the high
school students. Vern was called by God to support young Catholics in their confirmation
years, working with the Dioceses of Des Moines Teens Encounter Christ (TEC) program in
Panora, Iowa, serving as a lay spiritual leader.
Vern loved sports! It was a love that never ended – and for decades Vern could be found
attending local sporting events, greeting all with an enthusiastic smile. He cultivated that
love not only from the sports in which he participated, but also the sports teams in which
his kids, grandkids, nieces and nephews, and local talent were involved. Along with his
brothers, Vern played baseball with the Defiance Town Team (he was an ace shortstop in
the 60’s). He’d then go on to coach and manage both baseball and basketball locally.
Those who played with him or were coached, knew him as “Koozie” or “Kooz”. After his
coaching and playing days were finished, he’d still be found cheering on local sport teams
– enjoying it, with a pen in hand, jotting down stats and score. A local sports announcer
referred to Vern as the “Official’s Official”. In the early 80's, Vern started cycling, which
began a 25-year relationship with a local RAGBRAI club, the Huffn- Puffers. He and Mary

built lifelong friendships with countless club members and other RAGRBAI enthusiasts
over those years.
It is amazing to look back at all the lives Vern has touched over the years, as he had a
knack for finding a way to connect with anyone - be it through faith, sports, gardening,
business, lawn care, or crossword puzzles – or just a simple, genuine “hello”. No lives had
he touched more deeply, or influenced more, than those of his family. His children,
grandchildren, and great grandchildren were the source of immeasurable pride and joy in
Vern's and Mary's hearts. And in return, his grandchildren, would race to show Grandpa
Vernie their latest accomplishments – to hear him extend his praise and that unforgettable
smile. Vern’s retirement from Standard Oil gave him more time to watch his grandchildren
attend high school and college, and enlist in the Army National Guard, as his schedule
filled with games, concerts, graduations, promotion ceremonies, careers, and eventually
weddings and birth of great grandchildren. Vern’s was a life lived to the fullest, by a man
loved by all.
Vern died on Tuesday, March 2, 2021 at Bergan Mercy Hospital in Omaha, Nebraska,
attaining the age of eighty-six years, eleven months, and twenty-three days. In addition to
his parents, he was preceded in death by his siblings Norma (Tony) Bueltel, Mark (Pat)
Miller, and sister-in-law Anne Miller.
He is survived by his wife of 64 years Mary Miller of Irwin, Iowa; children Michael Miller of
Carroll, Iowa; Julie Johnson of Bedford, Texas; Richard Miller of Lincoln, Nebraska; Joan
(Jerald) Bieker of Defiance, Iowa; Jean (Gary) Muhlbauer of Defiance, Iowa; Ronald (Jill)
Miller of Corinth, Texas; 16 grandchildren; 22 great grandchildren; siblings Don (Alice)
Miller of Defiance, Iowa; Duane (Sue) Miller of Denison, Iowa; Larry Miller of Zephyr Hills,
Florida; Mary (Joe) Gross of Donahue, Iowa; many nieces and nephews; other family
members and many friends.
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Private Family Visitation01:00PM - 03:00PM
St. Peter's Catholic Church
501 5th, Defiance, IA, US, 51527

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Vernie Miller Mass of Christian Burial

Pauley Jones - March 07 at 07:05 PM

“

4 files added to the album Memories Album

Deb Bieker - March 07 at 11:52 AM

“

From the first time I met the entire Bieker family when I married James, the Miller
family was always round. Most times we came to Bud and Joan's, Mary & Vernie
were there. I soon learned of his quick wit and always that huge smile! And a little
twinkle in his eye too! Who couldn't love this man. He will be missed greatly! Now
he's home with Jesus. Love and comfort to the whole family as we remember this
great man.

Deb Bieker - March 07 at 11:52 AM

“

My deepest sympathies to Mary the whole extended family. Grandpa Vern was a joy
to be around. He always had such a positive outlook and was ready with a joke. He
loved all those in his life so much. He will be sorely missed.

Randy Kasparbauer - March 06 at 08:02 PM

“

Mary and family of Vernie Miller I am sorry for your loss, gone so suddenly. I guess
none of know when we will get the call. I remember Vernie's quick pickup and throw
from shortstop. I think he studied the moves of Fr. Davidsaver , another great guy
and a very good baseball player too. You have my sympathy and prayers. Sincerely,
John Goeser

John P. Goeser - March 06 at 03:52 PM

“

God bless all members of Vernies family, my heart goes to you in this time of grief,
remember, Time cures everything.
Robert J Miller, Des Moines, Iowa - March 07 at 11:02 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Vern's passing. Thoughts and prayers to Mary and family. Always
smiling, always a big hello to all. Many great memories to cherish by everyone who
knew him.

Mary Ellen Kelley - March 06 at 01:26 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with Mary and family, He was always so welcoming
when we came back to Iowa for Weihs family funerals and he was very kind to
Bernice and Louis in their latter years. GREAT man
Mike and Joanna (Weihs) Kostanecki

Joanna Kostanecki - March 05 at 10:01 PM

“

Mary and family, I have remembered Vernie for many years. He worked several
TEC's with me from 1976 to 1980. He was always a joy to be with and many people
got to experience Christ's love through him. I will keep him and your family in my
prayers in the coming days. Always remember his big smile and warm heart. Denice
(Pauley) Nie

Denice Nie - March 05 at 08:59 PM

“

To the Miller Family, so sorry to hear. May your memories of Vernie live on forever.
He Always smiled and that ornery look Priceless Hugs to All

Jane Stessman Sherrick - March 05 at 07:00 PM

“

I remember the times we went to play bingo, play cards and yes the casinio. He
would always have that look and you never knew what he was thinking. We were so
fortunate to have an uncle like him. I am so sorry for my cousins and Aunt Mary. He
will be missed. Love Chet and Mary

Chet Plisiewicz - March 05 at 04:24 PM

“

Mary,Mike,Julie,Joan,Ric,Jean and Ron
My heart breaks for all of you. He was the best grandpa to my kids and the best bus
driver. He will be missed by many. Keeping you all in my thoughts and prayers. Love
to all of you.
Mary Ann Neppl

Mary Ann Neppl - March 05 at 12:47 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies to the entire Miller family. Much love and friendship to you
all. Most Sincerely, Joni & Charlie Lehan

Charlie & Joni Lehan - March 05 at 11:17 AM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Vernie Joseph Miller.

March 05 at 10:11 AM

“

My sincere condolences to the entire Miller Family. Vernie was such a sweet, caring
and very special man who will be remembered by his heartfelt kindness to everyone.
Vernie always, always had a big smile on his face, he will be deeply missed!
Carol (Carter) Schaben

Carol Schaben - March 05 at 09:52 AM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Vernie Joseph Miller.

March 05 at 08:41 AM

“

We are saddened to here of your loss. Vernie will be remembered as one of the 'nice
guys.' He will be missed by all who knew him.
Sincerely

Don & Mary Weis Assmann and Bud Weis - March 05 at 08:22 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Vernie Joseph Miller.

March 04 at 07:45 PM

“

Guiding Light Bouquet was purchased for the family of Vernie Joseph Miller.

March 04 at 04:47 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Vernie Joseph Miller.

March 04 at 03:37 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to the entire Miller family. He was one of the good guys
always with a smile on his face. Ron’s Dad, Louis, absolutely loved him and
appreciated his visits when he was in Elm Crest. He and Mary were the best
neighbors when we lived across the street. Rest In Peace Vernie

Sally Weihs - March 04 at 03:14 PM

“

I will always remember good ole Vernie he was a fun guy I loved sitting by him at all
the basketball games and ridding the pep bus to the state tournaments he was an all
around fun man my thoughts and prayers to his family and friends

Mark W Whitmer - March 04 at 03:08 PM

“

I remember Vernie sitting there playing bingo and if he bingoed first he would say got
to be faster. Sympathies to Mary and your family.
John and Teri Everson

Teri Everson - March 04 at 02:16 PM

“

Byron and Patty Bornhoft purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Vernie
Joseph Miller.

Byron and Patty Bornhoft - March 04 at 02:01 PM

“

Just the thought of Vernie makes me smile. Every time I visited with him we enjoyed
our conversation. I can't help but think back to when he was our bus driver.
Sometimes when our kids would get in trouble, we would make them ride the bus!
They should have had a long bus ride home, but Vernie with a great big smile on his
face, would tell me, "Oh she sweet talked me into taking her home right away!" And
he would chuckle and grin from ear-to-ear!
You have my deepest sympathy. It is so hard to lose a corner post of your life. He
was a kind hearted, fun-loving man and he will be missed by many.
Sending my love and my prayers
Patti Muhlbauer and family

Patti Muhlbauer - March 04 at 11:31 AM

“

Mary and Family
Drank many cups of coffee with Vernie and of course was given a lot of Grief by him
as we visited over those cups of coffee and I loved every min of it.
Vern was a special person and loved the kid's he drove and all his friends at the
coffee shop.
You are all in my prayers during this time as you remember Vern with smiles and
tears.
Pastor Laurie

Pastor Laurie Riley - March 04 at 11:15 AM

“

Mary and family we just love vernie he was a very kind soul. He was more than just a
bus driver he was a friend. He always took the time to ask how are you doing ?...my
kids were like his family...and even driving bus for me when I was is school. It was
always a good feeling knowing my kids were in good hands. Rest in peace you are in
good hands...love you the Calhoon's

Janice Calhoon - March 04 at 10:15 AM

