Roger Frank Ewert
April 19, 1942 - August 3, 2020

Roger Frank Ewert was the firstborn son of Frank Ewert and Agnes Elizabeth Coby Ewert
on April 19, 1942, at Sherman Hospital in Elgin, Illinois. Roger spent his growing-up years
in Crystal Lake, Illinois playing baseball and other sports, riding his bike, and reading in a
tree. He was baptized and confirmed at the Crystal Lake Methodist Church. He graduated
from Crystal Lake High School and headed off to Cornell College in Mount Vernon, Iowa.
He was active in the social group sports, College Choir, and the Madrigal group. It was
there he met Donna Rose Johnson.
One week after graduation, they were married at the Franklin Park United Methodist
Church in Illinois and soon began teaching in Bensenville, Illinois. Roger taught English at
Blackhawk Middle School for 36 years, serving as Department Chair, and administrator.
He also served as Reference Librarian at the community library.
Roger continued his education at Northern Illinois University with a master’s degree and
many other credits. They raised their family in Elmhurst, Illinois. Roger was active in the
Elmhurst United Methodist Church and later at Westchester Community Church, a United
Church of Christ.
During this time he became an active sports memorabilla collector. Many family activities
centered around sports activities.
In 2002, the family moved to Harlan, Iowa. He became an active member of the
Congregational United Church of Christ, singing in the choir and serving on many local
church, association, state, and national committees and responsibilities.
When we first visited Harlan, he was impressed with the Harlan Community Library. He
served on the Library Board until just before his death. He spent many hours utilizing the
library resources.
Roger died at home on August 3, 2020, attaining the age of 78 years 3 months and 15
days. He was preceded in death by his parents and his brother Craig Colby Ewert.
Those left to treasure many wonderful memories are his wife Donna, his children:
Rebecca Schaefer (Kevin) in Downs, Illinois, Jennifer Anderson (Vaughn Campbell, her
fiancé) in Poplar Bluff, Missouri, Benjamin Ewert in Harlan, and RJ Ewert (Kelsey) in
Poplar Bluffs, Missouri and the grandkids Carson Schaefer, Kamdyn, Izak, and Madilynn
Ewert, and sister-in-law Mary Ewert, nephew Ivan Ewert and niece Katrina Ewert...and

many friends.
In lieu of flowers the family suggest memorials be made to Congregational Church or the
Harlan Community Library.

Events
AUG
22

Visitation

01:00PM - 03:00PM

Congregational United Church of Christ
1211 19th Street, Harlan, IA, US, 51537

AUG
22

Service

03:00PM

Congregational United Church of Christ
1211 19th Street, Harlan, IA, US, 51537

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Pauley Jones Funeral Homes, LLC - August 29 at 03:25 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Roger Frank Ewert.

August 20 at 10:37 PM

“

Donna and Family so sorry to learn of Rogers death. May Gods peace give you
comfort as you remember him and the life you have shared with smiles and tears.
Pastor Laurie

Laurie Riley - August 18 at 07:33 PM

“

Roger was an exceptional person I am so very blessed and grateful to have had in
my life. The attached photo is at his Grandson's HS Graduation, only a year ago - but
a milestone he was able to attend, celebrate and enjoy. An excellent Dad and
Husband, he was always teaching and sharing knowledge. He read at my wedding,
an excerpt I had selected which meant alot to me (although I knew few, if any, would
understand it). It was the first time he'd read it and he understood it, not only on
every academic level, but why I'd selected it. Rebecca ("Becca") is married to my
brother and has been in my life since we were ages - hmmm, on second thought, I'll
just do the math -- for just over 30 years. Our families have become one - and on my
wedding day as at many other family events, celebrations and in the sharing of our
lives, I've cherished the relationship of a surrogacy type parenthood I've felt with
Roger & Donna - having been so blessed to have him in my life, a member of our
family.

Tammy Schaefer - August 18 at 11:50 AM

“

Jan And Gene Wilwerding sent a virtual gift in memory of Roger Frank Ewert

Jan and Gene Wilwerding - August 16 at 06:09 PM

“

Kathy Goede lit a candle in memory of Roger Frank Ewert

Kathy Goede - August 16 at 06:03 PM

