Rita J. Hartigan
July 19, 1951 - January 19, 2020

Rita Jeanne Hartigan, the daughter of Paul and Josephine (Gushard) Schaer, was born
July 19, 1951. Josephine later married Lester Rosenthal, and they raised their family in
Omaha, Nebraska. Rita graduated from Benson High School with the class of 1969. Rita
raised 3 girls: Jennifer, JoAnn, and her grandchild, Felisha. After Felisha was born Rita,
decided to move to Avoca where her sister Janet lived to be in a smaller, safer community.
Rita was a stay-at-home mom for most of her life, but she also held jobs in Avoca. She
worked at Carley Drug for 8 years, was a devoted caretaker for many people, including a
15-year long care taker for the late Leora Torres who passed away in 2019. Recently, Rita
was employed at Wings where she worked for 3 years. No matter where she worked she
could socialize which was one of her favorite things to do. She knew everybody. If Rita
went to the grocery store to get milk, you could expect her to be gone for 3 hours, and
come home with only milk because she was talking with someone at the store. Rita might
have been sharing Pineapple Upside Down cake recipes as that was her favorite desert.
But Rita was best known for her collection of all things possible. She was an “organized
hoarder”. She was a character who sometimes went by the name “Sweetie-Ritie”. She
gave her family a hard time, but she loved them so very much. She adored her kids,
grandchildren, and great grandchildren.
On Sunday, January 19, 2020, Rita passed away at her home attaining the age of sixtyeight years and six months. She was preceded in death by her parents. Those left to
cherish her memory include her daughters: Jennifer Jackson and her husband Michael of
Nickerson, Nebraska; JoAnn Fuhlrodt of Fremont, Nebraska; grandchildren: Holliann,
Matthew, Evan, and Taylor Jackson; Felisha Hartigan, Heaven, Star, and Mylei Fuhlrodt;
great grandchildren: Lillyann Muller, Marleigh and Raya Croy, Jackson Hazelrig, Maximus
Brown, and one on the way, Leilani Hazelrig; siblings: Paul Schaer and his wife Cyndi of
Omaha, Nebraska; Janet Carlson of Avoca, Iowa; Carol Ann Condon and her husband
Patrick of Lincoln, Nebraska; and Mark Rosenthal and his wife Angie of Omaha,
Nebraska; and many nieces, nephews, cousins, and numerous friends.

Events
JAN
23

Family Will Greet Friends10:00AM - 12:00PM
St. Mary's Catholic Church
113 Maple, Avoca, IA, US, 51521

JAN
23

Mass of Christian Burial12:00PM
St. Mary's Catholic Church
113 Maple, Avoca, IA, US, 51521

Comments

“

THE LOST OF A FAMILY MEMBER
For the Family of Mr. Rita Schaer Hartigan
The worst thing in life is to lose a family member,
the one that means the world to you,
the one you could put all your trust and faith in.
A family member that you believed in from the start.
A family member you'd die for,
A family member that you wanted to cherish for a lifetime,
Your scattered thoughts,
are a struggle to explain.
In the midst of them all,
prevails sorrow and pain.
as you lay there in bed struggling to
remember yesterday's events,
walking in a daze, not caring about anything,
and keeping to yourself,
knowing this is the only way
you know how to cope,
after Losing a Family Member....
As you are awakened by the dazzling rays
of the star we call the sun today,
You are appalled by that peculiar notion,
because as you peek out my blinds the day is so dull,
thunder rolling ever so treacherous,
howling like the night time winds,
the trees are usually green but
now all you see is the origin of death,
as you try to cry out for help,
you can hardly catch your breath,
Knowing that your family member is truly gone,
you feel so lost and alone.
In your wounded heart,
they will always have a home and a place,
to remember the good times.
Your mind is filled with them,
and now what holds you together,
is the friendship you once shared,
As you still can hear their voice and see their face.
I don’t like to see anyone sad,
due to a loss of a loving family member.
With death it does take time to heal,
Right now happiness is all you need,
So listen to some gentle music
that is playing on the radio
It is calm and soothing and soon
things will seem to get better

I know it was very hard for you
to say goodbye to your family member.
Just remember they are in a better place, with no pain
and a place fill with love and peace
You family member will always be with you,
being a gentle breeze, a soft rain,
or even a fall day.
Your family member is now your guarding angle.
To watch over you, until you once again can be reunited with them.
May my thoughts and prayers always be with you
I truly wish we could have been closer.
Rest in Peace
Written with love by Mr. Bill Schaer Your Brother from Colorado
2019
Bill Schaer - January 23 at 09:41 AM

“

I’m so sorry to hear about Rita I think about her often wondering what she’s been doing.
Growing up as kids we done a lot together got older and grew apart rest in peace Rita I
love you
Bonnie. (Loseke ) Millsap - January 25 at 07:52 PM

“

So sorry I'm not able to be there but my deepest sympathy to her family nay she rest
in peace.

Judy Griffin - January 22 at 11:11 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Rita Jeanne Hartigan.

January 22 at 08:14 AM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Rita Jeanne Hartigan.

January 21 at 06:10 PM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Rita Jeanne Hartigan.

January 21 at 04:59 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Rita Jeanne Hartigan.

January 21 at 03:27 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Rita Jeanne Hartigan.

January 21 at 10:23 AM

“

She was a great coworker. Always in a good mood. It was a joy to be her friend and
work buddy. I’m really going to miss you sassy Rita

sue - January 20 at 11:04 PM

“

Rita was a godsend for my aging mother, Leora. They became best friends. Mom
thought the world of her. Mom will welcome her to heaven with open arms!

Cheryl Johnson - January 20 at 05:42 PM

