Richard M Mikels
March 2, 1930 - November 16, 2020

Richard Mathias Mikels was born on March 2, 1930 to Matt and Genevieve (Fuhs) Mikels.
He was born at his farm home located northwest of Portsmouth, Iowa on the Harrison and
Shelby County line. He told us his head was in one county and his butt was in the other.
He was baptized and confirmed at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Portsmouth where he
remained a lifelong active member. At the age of four he attended Hemlock one-room
country school where his oldest sister was his kindergarten teacher. Later, he attended St.
Mary’s Catholic School in Portsmouth. He quit school after eighth grade to help farm with
his dad and brothers. At the age of 15 he helped plant corn with an SC Case tractor and a
new 2 row planter with steel wheels.
November 1951, he was drafted into the military during the Korean War. He was chosen to
join the Army Corp of Engineers stationed in France. While there he was able to see parts
of Paris, France; London, England; and Rome, Italy. He also attended the coronation of
Queen Elizabeth II, often joking that she waved to him.
When he returned from France in 1953, he reunited with his fiancé, Jeanette Rau and they
were married December 30th that year at St. Mary’s Catholic Church. Five children were
born to this union. They farmed North of Portsmouth for a year, then moved to the present
farm East of Portsmouth where they raised their family. Dick farmed until his retirement in
2010 but he was still the boss. He continued to live on the farm after Jeanette’s death in
2010.
He and Jeanette enjoyed traveling, keeping in touch with “army buddies” over the years.
They traveled with their children and friends visiting thirty-nine of the fifty states. He
enjoyed music and visiting people and was known to tell a story or two to make them
smile. He was known to tease the grand kids and wind them up just before leaving. He
shared common sense advise like, “It is just as easy to keep the top half of the gas tank
full as it is the bottom” or “The little disappointments get you ready for the big ones” and
finally “Be careful”.
He was an active member of Portsmouth American Legion 547 for over 65 years. He
marched and carried the flag, with honor, for as long as he was able.
Dick moved off of the farm in October 2016 and moved to Harlan, Iowa. While living in
town, he continued to check on the farm and mow the lawn. Due to failing health he had

been residing at Elm Crest Senior Living since March 2020.
Dick died peacefully on November 16, 2020 having attained the age of ninety years eight
months and fourteen days. In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his wife
Jeanette, grandson Christopher Ferry, his siblings; Veronica Klein, Ed Mikels, Raymond
Mikels, Al Mikels, Eva Slaughter, and Delmar Mikels.
Left to cherish his memory are his children Lyle Mikels of Harlan, Iowa; Lynn (Lori) Mikels
of Newbury Park, California; Jayne (Dan) Garrison of Harlan; Cheryl (Tom) Ferry of
Harlan; Sue (Bret) Chickering of Harlan; six grandchildren; Daniel Ferry, Mathew Ferry,
Dylan Garrison, Rhiana Chickering, Lynsey Mikels and Timothy Mikels, five great
grandchildren; Seth and Taylin Ferry, Kristofer Ferry, Devin and Regan Kramer. His sister
Dolores Hicks of Manhatten Beach, California; sister-in-laws; Mae Mikels of Woodbine, IA,
Phyllis Mikels of Portsmouth; many nieces and nephews; other relatives and many friends.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Pauley Jones Funeral Homes, LLC - November 19, 2020 at 04:43 PM

“

My grandpa loved storytelling as he leafed through his photo albums. Here are some
photos from my favorite stories. Rest in paradise, Grandpa. We love you.

Rhiana Chickering - November 20, 2020 at 11:33 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Sue chickering - November 18, 2020 at 06:41 PM

“

Beautiful picture!
Lori Mikels - November 18, 2020 at 08:04 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Joan Herbst - November 18, 2020 at 05:00 PM

“

So sorry to hear about the loss of your Dad, Lyle, Lynn, Jayne, Cheryl and Sue (and your
entire family). I remember so many good times that our families had together when we
were growing up on the farm. And one of my favorite of your parents and mine was that
they loved to go to a bar in Council Bluffs and participate in sing-in-longs. I'll always
remember Dick having a smile on his face and a wise crack to share! I bet Dad had a W
waiting for Dick once he past the pearly gates :)
Joan Herbst - November 18, 2020 at 05:07 PM

“

4 files added to the tribute wall

Jayne Garrison - November 18, 2020 at 03:29 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jayne Garrison - November 18, 2020 at 03:25 PM

“

I had the honor of being asked to go on this amazing trip with Uncle Dick back in
2013, which turned out to be one hell of an experience with him. He called me a
week after my birthday and said "I know I am a week late, but happy birthday and
would you want to go to Europe with me?". Of course, I said yes... Our trip consisted
of two weeks and traveling in three different countries. I will admit I was worried he
wasn't going to get around too easily but he did a fantastic job keeping up with me
and wanted to see everything there was to see.
He was not keen on new foods because he always got excited for Subway, KFC and
you guessed it, Burger King. Although, he did enjoy the wine... I think his favorite part
was our trip to Normandy, France, and seeing Omaha Beach first hand. That was a
surreal and humbling experience for both of us.
Those few weeks with him in Europe and every time I would visit with him on my trips
to Iowa are cherished memories. He always made sure to tell me to "behave out
there" and gave me the biggest smile.
Uncle Dick was and will always be a favorite of mine. He always had a good or bad
joke ready at a moment's notice and had the greatest laugh. He was truly a kind and
loving person and will be missed by so many, especially me.
I pray that he rests easy now that he is with his loving wife again.
Love you and miss you always.
-Callie Mikels

Callie Mikels - November 18, 2020 at 12:34 PM

“

11 files added to the album Europe 2013

Callie Mikels - November 18, 2020 at 12:12 PM

“

I will miss you!

Lori Mikels - November 17, 2020 at 10:27 PM

“

My wife, Elise, and I send our condolences to Dick's family. All of my memories of
Dick are of him laughing and making us laugh. A few years ago, Elise and I arrived
as guests at his and Jeanette's quaint farm home late in the evening, and they had
some gin and vermouth waiting for us because he had asked around for our drink of
preference. Of course he had whiskey. We sat at their kitchen table where we talked
and laughed for hours. We're going to miss that jovial man, but we will see him at
one heck of a wrap party on the other side!

William Hicks - November 17, 2020 at 08:38 PM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

William Hicks - November 17, 2020 at 08:24 PM

“

Dad in 2013 walking through cemetery at Omaha Beach Normandy. Dad with is
great-niece standing in front of Eiffel Tower during their trip to Europe 2013.

Sue chickering - November 17, 2020 at 08:12 PM

“

“

Great-niece Callie
Sue chickering - November 17, 2020 at 08:15 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Sue chickering - November 17, 2020 at 05:53 PM

“

“

Family picture from the 60s in front of Grandma and Grandpa Rau's house. Let's rewind.
Sue chickering - November 17, 2020 at 05:55 PM

With warmest condolences, Bob & Rhonda Beachboard purchased the Full Of Love
Bouquet for the family of Richard M Mikels.

With warmest condolences, Bob & Rhonda Beachboard - November 17, 2020 at 01:42 PM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss! Uncle Dick loved to tease, he always made smile and
giggle. He will be missed! Love you all, hugs!
Tracey Jones

Tracey Jones - November 17, 2020 at 10:52 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. Your family is in my thoughts and prayers at this difficult time .
Find peace and comfort in the great memories! Hugs!

Debora McNeese - November 17, 2020 at 09:44 AM

“

Mikels family,
We are so sorry to hear of your loss.
Sincerely,

Don & Mary Weis Assmann and Bud Weis - November 17, 2020 at 09:36 AM

“

We will miss you, Grandpa. Thank you for always making me smile even during the
toughest times.

Rhiana Chickering - November 17, 2020 at 09:31 AM

“

We will miss you, Grandpa. Thank you for always making me smile even during the
toughest times.

Rhiana Chickering - November 17, 2020 at 08:51 AM

“

Tami lit a candle in memory of Richard M Mikels

Tami - November 17, 2020 at 08:18 AM

“

Our dad (Nick) had the highest respect of Dick as a Legion member and greater
respect of you Dick as a person. Now comes the time for you to rest in peace.
The Nick Bruck Family

Ron Bruck - November 17, 2020 at 07:57 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Sue chickering - November 17, 2020 at 06:47 AM

“

“

Fun time helping Daddy wash and wax his new car. He loved his rides.
sue chickering - November 18, 2020 at 07:48 AM

4 files added to the tribute wall

lynsey - November 17, 2020 at 01:27 AM

“

Will always have our memories! Your finally home at last.

Lori Mikels - November 17, 2020 at 01:16 AM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Richard M Mikels.

November 17, 2020 at 01:07 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. Uncle Dick will be missed alot! I totally enjoyed his company.
He gave us a cart for our miniature donkeys to pull & will never forget the ride he
took me on in it! God bless you all. Hugs & love to you & know that you will be
together in heaven one day. Audrey Rau-Evans

Audrey Evans - November 16, 2020 at 09:36 PM

“

Dick treated me like one of his daughters and I was happy to be able to call him dad!

Lori Mikels - November 16, 2020 at 09:26 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Sue chickering - November 16, 2020 at 08:07 PM

“

Dad enjoying a visit with his sister Dolores and her husband Jack Hicks.
sue chickering - November 18, 2020 at 07:39 AM

“

I’m so sorry for your loss. He was such a nice man. Always had something funny to
say. I enjoyed his teasing. Lots of great memories. Love, Ann (Langenfeld) Breedlove

Ann Breedlove - November 16, 2020 at 07:24 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Sue chickering - November 16, 2020 at 06:33 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jayne Garrison - November 16, 2020 at 06:08 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Jayne Garrison - November 16, 2020 at 06:03 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jayne Garrison - November 16, 2020 at 05:54 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Jayne Garrison - November 16, 2020 at 05:50 PM

“

“

Richard Mikels and Daughter Jayne Garrison
Jayne Garrison - November 16, 2020 at 06:01 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jayne Garrison - November 16, 2020 at 05:47 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jayne Garrison - November 16, 2020 at 05:46 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Jayne Garrison - November 16, 2020 at 05:44 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jayne Garrison - November 16, 2020 at 05:40 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Sue chickering - November 16, 2020 at 05:39 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Jayne Garrison - November 16, 2020 at 05:38 PM

“

Vivian Williams lit a candle in memory of Richard M Mikels

Vivian Williams - November 16, 2020 at 05:37 PM

“

Angie LPN Ecrc lit a candle in memory of Richard M Mikels

Angie LPN ecrc - November 16, 2020 at 04:15 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Sue chickering - November 16, 2020 at 03:43 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Sue chickering - November 16, 2020 at 03:38 PM

