Richard Alan Jones
September 22, 1940 - August 19, 2021

Richard Alan Jones, son of Everett and Mary (Torneten) Jones, was born on September
22, 1940 in Council Bluffs, Iowa. He was baptized and confirmed at St. Peter’s Catholic
Church and attended Oak Street and Hoover School all in Council Bluffs. He then
attended Abraham Lincoln High School and graduated with the class of 1958.
Richard was married to Patricia Trafton in Council Bluffs, Iowa. Five children were born to
this union: Deborah, DeAnne, Mary Beth, Richard and Michael.
In 1958, Richard attended Iowa State University in Ames, Iowa for a year then went to
Creighton University in Omaha, Nebraska until 1962. He graduated from Indiana College
of Mortuary of Science in Indianapolis, Indiana in 1963. He became a licensed funeral
director in the state of Iowa in 1965 and in the state of Nebraska in 1968. He started his
funeral career in Council Bluffs, then moved his family to Harlan, Iowa where he worked at
Pauley Funeral Home. In 1975, he purchased the funeral home from Clay Pauley. In 2003,
he partnered with his son Michael and added the Jones name to become the Pauley
Jones Funeral Home and that same year purchased the Knutson Funeral Home in Avoca,
Iowa. He retired in 2016.
Richard was united in marriage to Christine Tech in September of 1990 in Council Bluffs,
Iowa. He gained three more children through their marriage: Mark, Randy, and Teresa.
Richard was very involved in his community and earned many achievements throughout
his lifetime. In 1968, he was President of the Council Bluffs Jaycees and was awarded the
Outstanding Man of the Year in Council Bluffs and later for the state of Iowa in 1970. He
was granted a Rotary Scholarship in 1971, which landed him in Australia for 6 months. He
served on many boards including the Shelby County Health Foundation, the policy board
of National Funeral Directors Association, and for the WWII National Monument
Committee in Washington D.C. He served as president for Kiwanis, Harlan Area Chamber,
and Iowa Funeral Directors Association. In 2000, he was named Harlan Citizen of the
Year.
Richard had many loves in his life, including Iowa Hawkeyes Sports, St. Louis Cardinals
baseball, his sports cars, his dogs Gunnar and Walker, and of course time spent mowing
his yard. He and Christine enjoyed taking trips with their funeral director friends. Together
they also spent many evenings playing cards with friends or entertaining at their home for

dinner parties. His love for people was second to none but most of all he loved his family
and was always proud of each and everyone of them.
He died on Thursday, August 19, 2021 at Myrtue Medical Center in Harlan, attaining the
age of eighty years, ten months, and twenty-eight days. In addition to his parents, he was
preceded in death by his son Rick Jones, great granddaughter Rayna Lindberg, siblings
Lynn Jones and Jeanie Olson.
He is survived by his wife Christine Jones of Harlan, Iowa; children: Deb (Rowly) Burton of
Irwin, Iowa; Dede (Craig) Kroger of Harlan, Iowa; Beth (Scott) Andersen of Ankeny, Iowa;
Betts Jones of Harlan; Michael (Anna) Jones of Harlan; Mark (Kathy) Tech of Council
Bluffs, Iowa; Randy (Mary) Tech of Council Bluffs; Teresa Tech of Omaha, Nebraska; 23
grandchildren; 20 great grandchildren; sister Marilyn (Joe) Leggio of Council Bluffs; nieces
and nephews; other family members and many friends.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Pauley Jones Funeral Homes, LLC - August 29, 2021 at 12:25 PM

“

Sending thoughts and prayers to the entire Jones family on the loss of a wonderful,
kind , gentle man. Blessing to all of you. Sally Kalal & Julie McGillicuddy

Julie Mcgillicuddy - September 04, 2021 at 01:49 PM

“

1 file added to the album Richard Jones Graveside

Mike Jones - August 31, 2021 at 05:14 PM

“

1 file added to the album Richard Jones Mass of Christian Burial

Mike Jones - August 31, 2021 at 03:58 PM

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

connie & carl petersen - August 26, 2021 at 11:14 PM

“

I’m so very sorry to learn this. Your father was certainly one of a kind and comforted
so many, my family included. He had a huge heart and we are forever grateful for his
kindness. My deepest sympathies.

Lisa Nobiling - August 26, 2021 at 11:57 AM

“

13 files added to the album LifeTributes

Pauley Jones Funeral Homes, LLC - August 26, 2021 at 09:46 AM

“

Such sad news. Dick was one of a kind. Scott and I always enjoyed his visits when
he would drive his "really cool car" to Atlantic to say hi. Big hearted man. Never failed
to say hi if he saw me somewhere. I will miss him. The pictures on your website are
fun to look at. A family man with so much love surrounding everyone. The entire staff
of Hockenberry Family Care Funeral Home wishes happy memories to all the family
to tuck in your heart and prayers for all that your grief is overshadowed by those
memories and love you will remember always. Prayers for all.
Hockenberry Funeral Home

Kathie Hockenberry - August 25, 2021 at 10:46 PM

“

Underwriting Team, WoodmenLife purchased the Days of Sunshine Bouquet for the
family of Richard Alan Jones.

Underwriting Team, WoodmenLife - August 25, 2021 at 06:36 PM

“

Watts Vault & Monument Company purchased the Large Basket Garden for the
family of Richard Alan Jones.

Watts Vault & Monument Company - August 25, 2021 at 05:28 PM

“

324 files added to the album LifeTributes

Pauley Jones Funeral Homes, LLC - August 25, 2021 at 03:38 PM

“

So sorry to hear this news. Dick has been there for both our families countless times
during the loss of our loved ones. He was a great soul with so much kindness and
compassion and he will be missed by all. All our thoughts and prayers. Rest in
peace. The Grabill and Neve families.

Lisa Neve - August 25, 2021 at 03:30 PM

“

Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses was purchased for the family of Richard Alan
Jones.

August 25, 2021 at 02:44 PM

“

Caldwell Parrish Funeral Home purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the family of
Richard Alan Jones.

Caldwell Parrish Funeral Home - August 25, 2021 at 12:18 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Richard Alan Jones.

August 25, 2021 at 10:04 AM

“

Mike and family, thinking of you during this time. Will keep you in our prayers.
Doug and Karen Carlsen

Doug Carlsen - August 25, 2021 at 07:56 AM

“

Thinking of Dick’s family at this difficult time. Dick was a very special caring man.
Remembering how comforting he was for our families. He will be greatly missed by
his family, friends, and the community he served.

Gene and Jan Wilwerding - August 25, 2021 at 06:58 AM

“

I am sorry to hear about the loss of Dick, I really enjoyed my time working with him
and his family in high school. He was a great person to be around. Your family is in
my prayers. Trisha Chamberlain

trisha - August 24, 2021 at 09:47 PM

“

Our condolences to Dick’s family. He was a great man with a big heart and the ability
to help people through the most difficult time of their lives, including ours! Anyone
who ever had the pleasure of meeting him, never forgot him. May he Rest In Peace!
Marty Huebner

Marty Huebner - August 24, 2021 at 09:33 PM

“

We are sorry to hear of the passing of Dick. Our sympathy and love is extended to
the family. Dick helped so many people with the worst time in their lives. He was a
very caring and giving person and we will miss him.
In sympathy
Rich and Myrna Schwarte.

Myrna Schwarte - August 24, 2021 at 12:25 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Richard Alan Jones.

August 24, 2021 at 11:46 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Richard Alan Jones.

August 24, 2021 at 09:41 AM

“

Shirley Wolf lit a candle in memory of Richard Alan Jones

Shirley Wolf - August 23, 2021 at 10:36 PM

“

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Richard Alan
Jones.

August 23, 2021 at 05:43 PM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. May God be with you to get you through this. Our
sympathy to you all! Rick and Dorothy Tech

Dorothy Tech - August 23, 2021 at 05:00 PM

“

Solar Angel Statue to Send as Unique Sympathy Gift Remembrance was purchased
for the family of Richard Alan Jones.

August 23, 2021 at 04:03 PM

“

Please accept our sincere sympathy. Your husband and Father was a wonderful,
comforting, gentleman.. He always took time to say hello to us saw him at the funeral
home. God bless your family at this sad time.

donna m adler - August 23, 2021 at 01:46 PM

“

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the family of Richard Alan Jones.

August 23, 2021 at 12:41 PM

“

Randy Kroger Family purchased the Garden Accent Stone - 'Wherever a beautiful
soul...' for the family of Richard Alan Jones.

Randy Kroger Family - August 23, 2021 at 08:44 AM

“

So sorry for your loss, you are in our thoughts and prayers. John and Tracie Ward

John Ward - August 22, 2021 at 08:05 PM

“

So very sorry for your loss, he was a wonderful man!

Clint & Melanie McDonald - August 22, 2021 at 02:39 PM

“

The Nick Bruck Family sits in silence with the word of Dicks passing. The words kind,
caring, pleasing only begins to describe how Dick helped our family, our relatives and
countless other families throughout the Midwest at such a low point in their lives.
Dick taught us the meaning of this famous phrase, "DON'T GIVE UP, DON'T EVER
GIVE UP". When you called him Mr. Jones, he would say, my name is Dick. Thank
you for the memories and comfort when it was needed most. You left your legacy in
trusted hands. Rest in peace Dick. The Nick Bruck Family, Ron.

Ron Bruck - August 22, 2021 at 11:09 AM

“

Dick was a very caring, personable compassionate man who new just what to say to
a family at their time of sorrow. His wings will be gold no one could ever do the job
Dick had and do it as well for many years. I am sure there are times he was hurting
just as much as the family he was helping but he kept his professional abilities to
comfort all. This great man is going to be missed by the whole community. Will miss
his kiss on the cheek and hugs every time I saw him he would say where is that son
of yours

Debbie & Jerry Stendrup - August 22, 2021 at 08:59 AM

“

Dick Jones knew exactly what to say,and how to comfort a grievous family. He knew many
of us personally. His empathy showed through his professional ability. He will be greatly
missed by many. May God’s blessings be upon you and this family. Jeannie Jensen
Jean Jensen - August 22, 2021 at 10:57 AM

“

Christine and family, I don’t have words to express my deep sorrow for your loss and
the loss our community. Dick was always there for all the trials my family has gone
through. He was by our side every step of the way. I am so grateful that I had the
opportunity to tell him how appreciated he was. He wasn’t just a funeral director, he
was a friend when you really needed help. He will be missed by so many. I will be
praying for his family and friends. Love and prayers to all, Vicki Anastasi Graham

Vicki Anastasi Graham - August 21, 2021 at 11:43 PM

“

Christine,Mike and families keeping you all in my thoughts and prayers. I will never
forget what a great teacher he was when my father passed away. Thank you Dick for
those memories. He will be missed by many.
Mary Ann Neppl

Mary Ann Neppl - August 21, 2021 at 10:14 PM

“

Angie Griffen lit a candle in memory of Richard Alan Jones

Angie Griffen - August 21, 2021 at 07:28 PM

“

Rainbow Of Remembrance Spray was purchased for the family of Richard Alan
Jones.

August 21, 2021 at 07:23 PM

“

Our sympathy to Marilynn and Joe Leggio, and all the family and friends of Richard
Jones. He was part of our youth and story as he was for you. We mourn with you and
for you. We pray for peace, comfort, and surcease of sorrow while keeping the
memory of the good times alive. Sharon and Roger Plummer

Sharon D Plummer - August 21, 2021 at 02:06 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Richard Alan Jones.

August 21, 2021 at 01:12 PM

“

John and I treasured our frienship and fun times with Dick and Christine. Dick was
So quiet spoken and always ready with a soft and caring hug.
Seeing Dick at John's services gave me great comfort..
Our crazy adventures, picnics, and our laughs with Dick will stay in my heart forever.
We love you Dick Jones.
Rest in piece precious friend.
Vy Christiansen

Vy Christiansen - August 21, 2021 at 12:34 PM

“

Dick, we love you.....You did a fantastic job at our son Patrick and son Michael's
funeral. I haven't been able to thank you enough for that...You were a gracious man
and so much fun to be with. You will be missed so much. Our hearts are broken and
sad !!!!!!

Les Smith - August 21, 2021 at 12:09 PM

“

Days of Sunshine Bouquet was purchased for the family of Richard Alan Jones.

August 21, 2021 at 11:20 AM

“

Dick was one of the most wonderful and caring men I have ever met. He tested
everyone with passion and kindness. And was very professional and compassionate
in time of sorrow. Rest in Peace Dick

Jeff schmidt - August 21, 2021 at 11:11 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Richard Alan Jones.

August 21, 2021 at 10:59 AM

“

Mike,
I'm very sorry to hear of your dad's passing. I will always appreciate his patience and
wisdom when I served under his leadership as the Chair of the Iowa Funeral
Directors Ethics Committee. He would be my "go-to" for advice and his wisdom was
always my guiding light.
We lost a colleague and a mentor and you lost your best friend. May you all be held
in the protective arms of our Heavenly Father now and in the days to come.
God bless...
David Fry

David Fry - August 21, 2021 at 10:48 AM

“

I always enjoyed the time I spend with Dick at ConEd. My condolences to the Jones
family.
Don Hollesen, Colorado Springs

Don Hollesen - August 21, 2021 at 10:34 AM

“

Dick always represented funeral service well. He gave of his time and talents to
make our profession better. My thoughts and prayers are with you all. He will be
missed.
Michael Lensing, Iowa City

Michael Lensing - August 21, 2021 at 09:53 AM

“

This kind man helped our family thru a very difficult time. GOD bless, Dick.
Heilesen Family.

Jim & Cindy Heilesen - August 21, 2021 at 08:07 AM

“

Condolences to the entire Jones family. Dick was a wonderful, kind and
compassionate man. He help my family get thru some very sad, difficult times.

Bev Harlan - August 21, 2021 at 06:48 AM

“

Dick loved life, people and their stories. He is truly missed and will be remembered.
Our sympathy to his family. Dianne and Tim Blum

Dianne Blum - August 20, 2021 at 10:00 PM

“

Sympathy to all the families.He was an awesome gentleman. Prayers of comfort to
the family

Merle Campbell - August 20, 2021 at 09:26 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Richard Alan Jones.

August 20, 2021 at 09:20 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Dick's passing. Hard to image anyone that has provided more
comfort to more families than Dick and his family. He will be missed by all who knew
him.
Sincerely,

Don and Mary Weis Assmann - August 20, 2021 at 08:55 PM

“
“

Sorry to hear that Richard had passed he was always a good friend and gave comfort to all
Paul Schomer - August 20, 2021 at 09:22 PM

He was a very special man who had such compassion for everyone he met and so
comforting to those that lost loved ones He will be greatly missed by all whose lives he
touched Prayers to all the family Mary/Carl Nielsen
Mary Earith-Nielsen - August 20, 2021 at 10:19 PM

“

Dick was bigger than life and always took time to talk to everyone. We will miss him at wine
nights, garden parties and sharing some wine and stories at his house. He is no longer
fighting pain and will be terribly missed. Prayers and Hugs to the family!
jackie reinig - August 21, 2021 at 09:48 AM

“

When my beloved son died in a car accident, we could not have asked for a better person
to be by our side. Dick and Mike both were there and helped us keep our heads up high
and without pause they did their job. Christine, you too, was so much of that experience
and will never ever be forgotten. Tears came to all eyes that day and i still have tears. I also
since have lost my husband and received the very same care 25 years later. thank you so
much for being the sensitive and caring person that you were. Mike and Christine you had
a very good teacher of caring and you just hit the mark every time with the right words.
thank you Dick for all your caring of everyone you ever met. may God be with you and your
remaining family. all my love to all Carol Leinen
Carol Leinen - August 22, 2021 at 02:56 PM

“

Thanks for all the love and support you gave me and my family at the passing of our loved
ones. You will be missed by many and may God comfort your family.
LAVONNE K FORCE - August 22, 2021 at 05:06 PM

“

Dick is the one of the most caring, affectionate and loving men I have ever known.
Everytime I saw Dick, he had that wonderful smile, and it was always so warming to see
him. When our Dad was killed in a car accident clear back in 1978, he was so supportive
and comforting to our entire family. He went above and beyond the duties of a funeral
director. Since our Mom was severely injured in the same car accident as our Dad and she
wouldn't be able to be at Dad's funeral, Dick arranged to have my Dad delivered to the
hospital where our Mom was so she could see him for the last time. Also, during the tragic
death of our daughter in 2003, he was so instrumental in comforting and sympathetic to our

family. You were one of a kind, Dick! May God comfort your entire family. Carol Schaben
Carol Schaben - August 25, 2021 at 11:24 AM

“

I am saddened to hear of Dick's passing. He, along with you, Christine, made sad times so
much easier to bear with your kind words and touches. May he rest in peace! Harlan has
lost a very valued soul. Mary Kinkennon Sager
Mary Sager - August 26, 2021 at 03:49 PM

