Milton Barry
September 10, 1932 - August 20, 2020

Milton J. Barry, son of Ransome and Gertrude (Smith) Barry, was born on September 10,
1932, on a farm outside of Woodbine, Iowa. When Milton was four, his family moved to a
farm three miles west of Irwin. Milton became a member of the Irwin United Methodist
Church. He attended school at Greeley #1 and then graduated from Irwin High School in
1950. Milton began his love for music at a young age. His abilities to sing and play the
trumpet were admired by many. He enjoyed singing while his mother accompanied him.
Milton began playing for the Earl Russell Orchestra as a senior, sang in the church choir,
received numerous I ratings at music contests, and was a member of the All-State chorus.
After graduation, Milton went to California where he worked at the Sears Warehouse and
continued performing. During this time, Milton was able to sing with the famous Lawrence
Welk. His time in California was cut short when he entered the Army. In 1953, Milton was
stationed in Virginia. While he was there, a prestigious colonel heard the young soldier
sing and requested a meeting with him. Milton then traded his uniform for a tuxedo. Milton
performed at the Pentagon Playhouse, NCO, and officer clubs. Later, he was asked to go
to Stuttgart, Germany with special army special services where his group travelled across
Europe, performing in Germany, France, Austria, and Italy. He sang for a large number of
distinguished dignitaries and visitors from foreign countries and performed with Jim Eddy
and Frank Gorshin.
While in high school, Milton was often accompanied by a beautiful pianist named Ruth
Ann Nielsen. After returning from the military, the couple continued to share their love for
music together. On July 10, 1955, the couple was married at the Evangelical United
Brethren Church in Defiance and became parents to three daughters: Cyndi, Shelly, and
Stacy. The couple settled on Milton's family farm where he farmed with his dad and had
cattle then hogs. Milton thought it was very important to help young farmers, and he
assisted many farmers in the area. He loved being outside where he could mow his yard,
plant trees, and grow watermelon and pumpkins.
As years went on, Milton and Ruth Ann continued using their musical talents around the
state of Iowa. Milton continued to perform with the Earl Russell Orchestra at many
ballrooms and dance halls as a trumpeter and singer for over thirty years. Milton and Ruth
Ann travelled from town to town to play at more than 400 weddings, anniversaries, and

funerals. Milton performed a self-written program entitled "What America Means to Me"
with his wife, sister-in-law, and brother-in-law, which was given throughout the state of
Iowa in 1976. Along with music, Milton served on the Farm Bureau Board, Pork
Producers, Farm Service Co-op Board, and Tall Corn Ethanol Board. He was also a
Worthy Patron for the Order of the Eastern Star.
Milton had an infectious smile and loved to visit with people. He enjoyed drinking coffee or
a cold Pepsi at the co-op or country store with area farmers. Milton had a love for all
sports, especially when his grandchildren were participating. He was lovingly known as
"Uncle Milty" by many of the Irwin-Kirkman and IKM athletes, which honored him as Fan
of the Year several times. Milton loved to travel with his wife and life-long friends Bill and
Louise Ahrenholtz.
In addition to his parents, Milton is preceded in death by the love of his life Ruth Ann,
brothers Owen and Dwayne, and sister Dorothy. Milton is survived by children Cyndi and
her husband Tony Groshong of Cambridge, Nebraska; Shelly and her husband Lamont
Christensen of Irwin, Iowa; Stacy and her husband Terry Rosonke of Norwalk, Iowa; six
grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; sister-in-law Marie McLaughlin-Pearce and
husband Clay of Harlan, Iowa; sister-in-law Nadine Nielsen of Hendersen, Nevada; nieces
and nephews; other family members and many friends.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Pauley Jones Funeral Homes, LLC - September 04 at 03:42 PM

“

I will always remember seeing Milton at the country store as I walked to school as a
child. He always asked if I was still playing the clarinet and always encouraged me to
never lose my love of music. He and Ruth Ann, who was pianist for many solo
contests, will be greatly missed.

Amanda Nelson - August 26 at 05:11 PM

“

Jan And Gene Wilwerding sent a virtual gift in memory of Milton Barry

Jan and Gene Wilwerding - August 24 at 10:14 PM

“

Janice Salz lit a candle in memory of Milton Barry

Janice Salz - August 24 at 06:51 PM

“

Milton, Alban, and George the 3 Russtettes back together again !!!!
These guys were remarkable and just a portion of the Earl Russell
Orchestra. Rest in peace my friend and happy trails !!!
Declan and Gayla Gross

Declan Gross - August 24 at 09:31 AM

“

Went to school with Milton and RuthAnn most of my school years and graduated with
them .We always enjoyed each others company.Prayers to the family. Frieda

Frieda Huckins - August 23 at 08:22 PM

“

My condolences to you with the passing of Milton so close to your mom's. He and
RuthAnn were wonderful people; such great examples of showing caring for others
through sharing their talents and community service. I loved Milton's voice; he sang
at our wedding reception which was also a celebration of my parents' 25th. So
bittersweet that he passed so close to RuthAnn. May they both rest in peace and
may you all find comfort in that they were highly thought of and will be fondly
remembered by many.

Julie McKeever - August 23 at 07:26 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Milton's passing. He can be back with Ruth. He had such a
soothing voice singing some great songs along with his kind pleasant personality will
be missed by many. My thoughts and prayers are with you all at this sad time.

Jerry Boger - August 22 at 09:53 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers to the family. Cherish your memories and take comfort that
they are together again.

Mary Ellen Kelley - August 22 at 09:23 PM

“

Keeping you all in my thoughts and prayers

Mary Ann Neppl - August 22 at 08:59 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Milton's passing. He and Ruth Ann are once again together.
Milton and Ruth Ann always had time for visiting with me when I would come back to
Irwin for school reunions. My prayers and thoughts are with the Family.

Al Olson - August 22 at 07:24 PM

“

So sorry to hear of the passing of Milton (and Ruth Ann earlier). Milton was a good
cousin to my dad, George Barry. Thoughts and prayers for all his family.

Tim Barry - August 22 at 07:09 PM

“

“

Loved his singing, beautiful voice, wonderful man , a gentleman always , condolences
Robert Mages - August 22 at 09:08 PM

So very sorry to hear this. Your family has been through a lot the last few months.
Hugs And prayers to you all. Milt and RuthAnn were always such great supporters of
our kids no matter what the activities! Your Mom spent countless hours at the piano
with them for choir, concerts and contests. May they Rest In Peace together, just as it
should be. Will be thinking of you.

Pam Sebring - August 22 at 12:37 PM

“

I'm Cheri Crawley (George Stolz's) youngest daughter and I remember Milton's
soothing and beautiful voice when I would go along to the dance jobs when The Earl
Russell Orchestra was still going, many happy memories for so many people. Your

family has my deepest sympathy and prayers
for all his family and friends
and RIP Milt and all you old Orchestra guys play more of the wonderful music
Sincerely Cheri Crawley

.

Cheri Crawley - August 22 at 09:18 AM

“

Dale & Joan Lafrentz lit a candle in memory of Milton Barry

Dale & Joan Lafrentz - August 21 at 09:25 PM

“

Kathy Goede lit a candle in memory of Milton Barry

Kathy Goede - August 21 at 07:29 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers to the Barry family. We always enjoyed visiting with your
parents and listening to the "break into song" at any time or place. they are together
now and can rest in peace together. Prayers to all

Sandi Gruhn - August 21 at 07:09 PM

