Mildred Vandenberg
December 30, 1923 - May 26, 2020

Mildred Ann Vandenberg, daughter of Joseph and Magdalen (Benes) Bohaty was born
December 30, 1923. She grew up on a farm near David City, Nebraska during the hard
times of the 1930's. She always said they were poor growing up but did not know it. She
was the youngest of six children and was a real tomboy spending most of her time
outdoors with her brother, Frank. Because the family farm was several miles from town,
she stayed with a woman in town during her high school years and helped her before and
after school.
Mildred married Gale Vandenberg on May 13, 1941. After they were married, they farmed
in the David City area. When Gale was drafted into the Army, they moved to Olympia,
Washington. They returned back to the family farm in Nebraska when Gale was
discharged from the Army in August, 1943. In 1946, Gale and Mildred took a chance and
moved to Harlan, Iowa where Gale established Vandenberg Motors. The love of the farm
life eventually presented an opportunity they could not pass up in 1958. They moved to
the farm east of town where they would live out the rest of their lives. There they raised
their children, along with chickens, hogs and stock and milk cows. Mildred usually was
found somewhere in her large gardens, feeding animals or in her kitchen. She was known
for her homemade bread, kolaches, cinnamon rolls, rohlicky and apple strudel. She did a
lot of canning and was known for her dill pickles. The grandchildren even nicknamed her
“Grandma Pickles”. She made a lot of clothes for her children and grandchildren when
they were small even costumes for Halloween and plays. She was also a Cub and Girl
Scout leader.
Family was an integral part of her life as there was never a week that went by without at
least one if not several visits from children and grandchildren. Christmas Eve was always
spent at Grandma and Grandpa’s with “scratcher” soup and a visit from Santa Claus.
Throughout her adult life, her Catholic faith was also very important to her never missing
weekly mass or a holy day. The three most important things in her life were faith, family
and farming.
Mildred died on Tuesday, May 26, 2020 at her home in Harlan, attaining the age of ninetysix years, four months, and twenty-six days. In addition to her parents, she was preceded
in death by her husband Gale, son James, son-in-law Kenny Kloewer, grandsons Jason

Stinn and Gary Kloewer, siblings Margaret Semrad, Victor Bohaty, Rose Montague,
Joseph Bohaty, and Frank Bohaty.
She is survived by her children Mary Kloewer of Harlan; Joseph (Rosemary) Vandenberg
of Kirkman; Allen (Diane) Vandenberg of Council Bluffs; Kathy (Lee) Stinn of Harlan; 15
grandchildren, 34 great grandchildren; 3 step great grandchildren; 3 great-great
grandchildren; nieces and nephews; other family members and friends.
An 11:00 AM Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated by Rev. John Frost on Saturday,
June 6, 2020 at St. Michael’s Catholic Church in Harlan. James Kloewer, Joe Vandenberg,
Eric Vandenberg, and Jerry Stinn served as honorary casket bearers. Gale Kloewer,
Andrew Kloewer, Bill Vandenberg, Tommy Stinn, Paul Vandenberg, and Mike Vandenberg
served as casket bearers. Interment was held at Harlan Cemetery in Harlan.
Pauley Jones Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements.
Family request memorials be made to: Shelby County Catholic School and St. Michael's
Catholic Church.
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Comments

“

Dennis Hilger lit a candle in memory of Mildred Vandenberg

Dennis Hilger - June 08 at 04:48 PM

“

Sending sympathy and prayers to Joe, Al, and Kathy and the entire family. Your
mother lived a great life and made many good memories with her children. Thinking
of you during this difficult time. Vicki Petsche

Vicki Petsche - June 05 at 09:43 AM

“

I just couldn’t get over her love of her garden and sharing her dill with me. She was a
hardworking woman who was a real mentor.

Rachel Backhaus Dolby - June 04 at 08:53 PM

“

PayFlex Sr. Account Management Team purchased the Lavender Reflections Spray
for the family of Mildred Vandenberg.

PayFlex Sr. Account Management Team - June 04 at 02:19 PM

“

We are sorry to hear of your loss.

Don & Mary Weis Assmann and Bud Weis - June 04 at 08:48 AM

“

She was the most AMAZING women I have ever met! I got 26 years to learn so
much from her I will NEVER forget her, it was an honor to spend time with her. I will
miss her so much! Love ya Grandma!!!!

Joan - June 03 at 08:00 PM

“

My sympathy to Mildred's family. You are in my thoughts & prayers. A donation in her
memory will be sent to SCCS.

Mary Carroll - June 03 at 06:13 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Mildred Vandenberg.

June 03 at 02:10 PM

