Mike Miller
October 4, 1950 - April 14, 2020

Mike Miller, Prescott IA
Mike Miller (born Donald Michael Miller), son of Donald and Marietta (Kobold) Miller, was
born on October 4,1950 in Harlan, IA. He attended school in Harlan and enlisted in the
Army thereafter where he served in Germany. Upon completion of his duty, he relocated to
Los Angeles, CA and attended trade school for engineering. During his early years, he
worked in residential home construction in Los Angeles and Denver, CO, which he really
enjoyed.
On September 22, 1980, Mike married the love of his life, Deborah Kay Stendrup in
Greeley, CO. Their daughter, Laura, was born into this union in 1982, joining Debbie’s two
daughters, Jill and Amy. Shortly after their wedding, Mike and Debbie moved to Prescott,
Iowa, where they made their home.
Mike worked within the casting manufacturing area of Fansteel Wellman Dynamics before
beginning his long career with the United States Postal Service, serving as postal carrier
in Harlan, IA before transferring to Creston, IA. He continued with USPS through 2008, at
which time he took his leave in order to dedicate himself to the care for his wife, Debbie.
When Mike wasn’t working, he enjoyed being outdoors as much as possible, spending
countless hours gardening, maintaining his pasture of trees, and spending quality time
with his family, with the occasional drive to the local fishing hole. He supported several
major causes, including Iowa Citizens for Community Improvement (CCI), for which he
was an active member. For those that knew him best, they know of his kind heart,
willingness to do anything or help anyone in need, tireless work ethic, goofy sense of
humor and witty writings to friends and editors, his great appreciation of nature which
included countless photographs of clouds and sunsets for which Mike always observed
unique beauty, his love of receiving post cards from the adventures of friends and family,
as well as the self-established tradition of extending “good luck bucks” to those closest to
him in order to put a smile on someone’s face.
Mike passed away on Tuesday, April 14th, 2020 at MercyOne Medical Center in Des
Moines, IA having attained the age of sixty-nine years, six months, and ten days. He is
preceded in death by his parents and his loving wife, Debbie Miller.
He is survived by his children: Laura Miller and her partner Peter Szefler of Watertown,

MA, Jill and her husband Rob Mackey of Altoona, IA; Amy and her husband Craig Crilly of
Grimes, IA; his four grandchildren Jordan Mackey, Jazmine, Jonah, and Jack Crilly; his
brother David Miller and his wife Donita of Harlan, his faithful dog Lucky, and many other
family members and friends.
Funeral Services have not been scheduled and are currently pending.

Comments

“

Beloved cuz who did everything he could to keep our family (all descendants: . . .
children and grandchildren) of the "four Miller sisters and one Miller brother." Mike
and Daves' Dad (Don) was brother to my Mom (Lois) and four of my dearly loved
Aunts: (Faye, Helen, Eunice). Thank you and Bless you, Mike, for your never failing
effort to keep us all connected. Considering how many (?) 1st, 2nd and 3rd cousins
there are, I'd say you did an exemplary job. You will be missed, my cuz and friend.
You live on in my heart.
Cuz Ginny

Ginny Sollars - May 11 at 12:26 PM

“

Mike was one of a kind he always loved to do pranks on Jerry when we did get
together usually Christmas and Thanksgiving. When ever he called and we weren't
home he would always leave a message saying Hi this is Mike Miller down in
Southwest Iowa just wanted to see how you folks are doing. That message was a
given. Our sympathy to the girls and their families. Aunt Tubby & Uncle Jerry

Debbie Stendrup - May 09 at 12:15 PM

“

Will miss my friend and our weekly calls. Condolences to the family. Dick Holcombe

Dick Holcombe - May 09 at 10:43 AM

“

Our cousin Mike will be greatly missed. He was the glue to hold all family ties
together. The world is not the same without him. Love and prayers, Karla, Charlie
and Megan Warner

Karla - May 08 at 09:19 PM

“

Vicky Closson Reimer lit a candle in memory of Mike Miller

Vicky Closson Reimer - May 08 at 09:12 PM

“

Mike and I were lived in the same neighborhood growing up and attended St
MIcheal's Catholic school together. So sorry to hear of his passing. Shyrl Schulte
Fiscus

Shyrl Fiscus - May 08 at 05:53 PM

“

No words written or spoken will ever fill the hole in our hearts !!We were looking forward to
our King ST East in Iowa..You and Dan were going to sit and drink beer while we worked.
The sign will go up and tears will come to our eyes as we try to explain the meaning but will
never be able to to find the words to explain the feelings we all have for King St Denver and
our October fest 2nd 3rd and 4th will just ---- not be. Girls just know he was loved and
thought of fondly by many Today there would be flags on many Vets graves Thanks to Mike
Alice - May 25 at 09:18 AM

“

Hi Alice, I apologize that I didn't see this note until now. My Dad would always talk about all
of you and the group from King Street and I always thought it was so great how you kept in
touch through the years. You all sure meant a lot to him. Thinking of you all as well.
Laura Miller - August 10 at 02:50 PM

