Merlene Bill Brue
April 30, 1929 - February 5, 2019

Dale “Bill” Merlene Brue, son of Carl and Mathilda (Knudson) Brue, was born on April 30,
1929 on a farm southeast of Manilla, Iowa. He was baptized and confirmed at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church in Irwin, Iowa. Bill attended the Irwin Consolidated School and graduated
with the class of 1946. On March 22, 1951 he was inducted into the United States Army,
where he served as corporal in Tokyo, Japan during the Korean War before being
discharged in 1953.
On January 12, 1957, Bill was united in marriage to Peggy Jean Campbell at the Irwin
United Methodist Church. To this union, two boys were born: Kurt and Jay. Bill was a
longtime Irwin businessman; he worked for the Western Union, West-Irwin Agency and put
in over 30 years at the Farmers Savings Bank where he retired.
Bill received a standing ovation as he was awarded Irwin’s outstanding “Citizen of the
Year” on March 3, 1991. He was a member of the Irwin School Board for 14 years and a
promoter of the Irwin Senior Citizen Home where he served as secretary and treasure for
both organizations. He was also a member of the American Legion and served on the
Irwin Volunteer Fire and Rescue squad for over 20 years.
In his retirement years, he enjoyed working at the Irwin United Methodist Church doing
janitorial work and on Fridays delivering the bulletins to the Kirkman and Defiance
churches. Bill loved to travel; going oversees three times and together, Bill and Peggy
traveled to all 50 states and he took numerous fishing trips to Canada. Bill found much
enjoyment attending his children and grandchildren’s activity events during both high
school and college. He was a true sports enthusiast and he absolutely loved watching the
local high school sports even if that meant traveling many miles to watch a game.
Surrounded by his loving family, Bill passed away on February 5, 2019 at Elm Crest
Assisted Living in Harlan, Iowa attaining the age of eighty-nine years, nine months and six
days. In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his siblings Harold Brue,
Mildred Greiner, Norma Barratt and LaVern Brue.

Left to cherish his memory are his wife of sixty-two years Peggy Brue of Harlan, Iowa;
sons Kurt Brue and his wife Linda of Omaha, Nebraska and Jay Brue and his wife Mary of
Blair, Nebraska; grandchildren: Meghan and her husband Brandon Molitor, Erinn and her
husband Steven Steffen and Nathan Brue; great-grandchildren: Rorey, Ames and Micah
Molitor; nieces and nephews; other relatives and many friends.

Events
FEB
9

Visitation 11:30AM - 01:00PM
United Methodist Chruch
301 Ada Street, Irwin, IA, US, 51446

FEB
9

Memorial Service

01:00PM

United Methodist Chruch
301 Ada Street, Irwin, IA, US, 51446

Comments

“

For 5yrs I served Mr. Bill breakfast at the North Golf Course Club House & he always
had the same thing 2 eggs over easy, toast & squiggly bacon & if I had some fried
potatoes he would tell me only 2 as he was watching his weight that was our Mr. Bill
!!! I missed him last year as he was unable to come out & the breakfast crowd just
wasn't the same without him. Rest in Peace Mr. Bill as you were one of a kind & we
all will miss you.
Clint & Kathy Kienast

Clint & Kathy Kienast - February 08 at 05:24 PM

“

Clint & Kathy Kienast lit a candle in memory of Merlene Bill Brue

Clint & Kathy Kienast - February 08 at 05:13 PM

“

Greetings to my former neighbors in Irwin, sending my love to all of you. I can't think
of any ornery stories to tell about Bill being a bad neighbor, so I guess that means he
was a pretty good man, kind to everyone and lived as a forgiven Child of God. I do
remember being the occasional babysitter for the boys and Bill and Peggy paid me
50 cents an hour! Now that may not sound too great in this day and age, but the
usual rate "back then" was 35 cents an hour. (and it wasn't because the boys were
mischievous, or at at least I don't recall them being a challenge). Just generous
people.
~ Colleen Nelson Classen

Colleen Classen - February 08 at 11:07 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Bill's passing. I knew him for all my life, his folks and mine were
good friends. When that group of guys who graduated in 45 and 46 got together you
could expect a good time. Bill will be missed by many people whose life he touched.

Al Olson - February 07 at 02:56 PM

“

Ringed by Love was purchased for the family of Merlene Bill Brue.

February 07 at 02:25 PM

“

Carol Schaben lit a candle in memory of Merlene Bill Brue

Carol Schaben - February 07 at 10:41 AM

“

So many memories of my childhood have Bill at the center - vacations in Okoboji,
Lake View, listening to "bloopers" when they were first a thing. Ball games, parties,
later the "Bedford Open" - and always, the two Bills acting up. What a blessing to
have him in our lives! And one thing was always constant - where you found Bill
Brue, you found laughter, love, and fun. A good man, a good life, and he will be
missed. Thanks for the memories
Hopeless

Hope O'Hara - February 06 at 06:49 PM

“

I remember my Mom and I wanted to go shopping in Omaha. Well, we stopped at the
bank for my Mom to get some money. We went into the bank and not a soul was
around. Well, my Mom used to own the cafe up the street and she said “Ibet they are
up the street!” We went up there and Bill and Merle we’re sitting there having coffee.
My Mom said she needed some money to go shopping. Bill said, “How much do you
need?” My Mom said $30. Bill got his wallet out and handed her $30. He was a good
man to recognize that a Mother and daughter needed to go shopping. Lol

Donna Rutherford - February 06 at 05:56 PM

