Maxine Langenfeld
April 10, 1922 - June 27, 2020

Maxine Marie Langenfeld, 98, formally of Defiance and Johnston Iowa, passed away
peacefully on June 27 at Rowley Masonic Home , in Perry Iowa.
Maxine was born in Defiance Iowa in 1922 and graduated from Central High School in
Omaha Nebraska in 1939. She taught English in the Iowa school system for 46 years from
1944 until her retirement in 1990, the latter 20 years of which was at East High School in
Des Moines. Maxine followed her years of teaching with a second career in Real Estate in
the Des Moines area. In addition to her careers she spent time on the family farm of 102
years in Defiance Iowa, visiting with friends in Iowa and her family back east in
Massachusetts and New Hampshire.
Maxine is survived by her niece Diane Dickson, of East Falmouth Massachusetts; her
nephew Richard Dickson and his wife Lisa of Merrimack NH, three grandnephews Richard
Dickson Jr., Jeffrey Dickson and Robert Dickson; her mother, the late Marie Schierbaum of
Defiance Iowa, and her late sister Florence Dickson of East Falmouth Massachusetts.
A private family funeral will be held in Harlan Iowa. The Pauley Jones Funeral Home of
Harlan is in charge of the arrangements.

Comments

“

I enjoyed conversing with her during the "holiday" dinners with Anne and Becki. She
always contributed lovely floral arrangements for the tables. She was special! Judy
Svengalis

Judy Svengalis - July 20 at 05:57 PM

“

Maxine Langenfeld was our friend for at least 60 years. She was a proud lady, who
was sharp as a tack, and as independent as the name of her Shelby county
hometown of Defiance. We came to know Maxine because of mutual ties to East
High in Des Moines and our ongoing friendship during her retirement. When Maxine
was a real estate agent in West Des Moines, she helped us sell and buy a home.
Our old home sold at the first open house, in part because of Maxine’s special touch.
Maxine was always a classy dresser and appeared decades younger than her age.
She loved cut flowers and floral arrangements. We are sure she helped teach the
HyVee florists in Johnston how to best present their arrangements. We enjoyed
many lunches where she ordered broccoli-cheese soup and we enjoyed her dry wit
and good listening skills. We loved visiting and helping her at her apartment with her
tv, phone and computer. When she entered nursing care, we would visit, but like
everyone, our visits ended due to the Covid-19 crisis. We hope she will Rest In
Peace, and we know that in this life or the next, Maxine will be making her world a
more beautiful place. Joe & Becky Simon, and Joyce Lutz

Joe & Becky Simon, Marlin & Joyce Lutz - July 20 at 11:18 AM

“

Maxine sold my house to me during her “2nd career” and was a great family friend.
We will miss sharing our big holiday dinners with Maxine and others. She did enjoy
getting out to visit with us all.

Anne Boal - July 18 at 07:42 PM

“

I enjoyed Maxine at our usual Saturday lunch with Joyce and myself. She was also a
gracious hostess to us at her apartment in Johnston. Spunky and kind - that was her.
Madeline Fletcher
Madeline Fletcher - July 20 at 08:09 PM

