Marian "Bonnie" Peterson
April 27, 1922 - February 19, 2021

Marian Euvon (Bonnie) Peterson, the youngest child of John and Dolly (Whaley)
Herkenrath, was born on April 27, 1922 in Portsmouth, Iowa. She passed peacefully,
surrounded by her loved ones, on February 19, 2021 at Bergen Mercy Hospital in Omaha,
NE having attained the age of 98 years young.
Bonnie was baptized at St. Mary's Catholic Church in Portsmouth and attended St. Mary's
Schools until her graduation in 1939. She attended Mount St. Scholastica College in
Atchison, KS earning her teaching certificate. She taught in single-room schoolhouses for
Shelby County Schools and also worked as a secretary in California. She married Eugene
Mathew (Dane) Peterson on June 23, 1945 in Portsmouth, IA during a furlough from his
World War II Naval service.
Their marriage produced five children: Mary Janelle, Vance, Laurel, Jay, and Aimee.
Bonnie and Dane lived in Harlan, where Janelle was born, until 1950. In the coming years,
the family grew in each of the cities where they lived: Sioux Rapids, IA (Vance), St. Louis,
MO (Laurel and Jay), and Harlan (Aimee).
Upon their return to Harlan in 1959, Bonnie and Dane raised their children, enjoyed
extended family, and started Peterson Gas (a propane fuel business). As the business
grew it was relocated north of Harlan, on Highway 59, in 1970. The family business
expanded to include the 59'er Steakhouse and Lounge in 1979 and the 59'er Motel in
1992. After decades of service to the surrounding communities, the family businesses
were sold in 1998. Bonnie moved to Marquis Place in Elkhorn, NE in 2018 to be closer to
her children.
Bonnie was a long-time member of St. Michael's Catholic Church in Harlan, IA. She was
an avid bowler and bridge club member into her 60's and attended women's groups each
week. Bonnie was known as a competitive game and card player, never passing up the
opportunity to play with family, friends, and especially her grandchildren. She loved to play
the nickel slots and celebrated many birthdays at the casinos in Council Bluffs with family.
Bonnie loved bargain shopping, garage sales and was extremely passionate about
giraffes. With the help of her family and friends, she collected thousands of giraffes in all
shapes and sizes over her lifetime.
She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband Dane; three sisters: Bernice

Rogers, Sadie (Charles) Spears, and Valera (Max) Gillette; her brothers: Phil (Helen)
Herkenrath and Bernard (Dottie) Herkenrath; and her beloved son Jay Peterson. She is
survived by her children: Janelle (Stephen) Gillespie of Omaha, NE; Vance Peterson of
Harlan, IA; Laurel (Doug) DeWees of Maricopa, AZ; and Aimee (Bruce) Niendorf of
Oshkosh, WI; 9 grandchildren, 1 great-granddaughter, a step great-grandson, her in-laws
Ben and Joan Peterson of Ormond Beach, FL; and many nieces, nephews, extended
family and friends.
Masks will be required for all services.

Cemetery

Events

Harlan Cemetery

FEB

911 12th Street

23

Harlan, IA, 51537

Visitation

04:30PM - 06:30PM

Pauley Jones Funeral Home - Harlan
1304 Ninth Street, Harlan, IA, US, 51537

FEB
23

Wake Service

06:30PM

Pauley Jones Funeral Home - Harlan
1304 Ninth Street, Harlan, IA, US, 51537

FEB
24

Mass of Christian Burial

11:00AM

St. Michael's Catholic Church
2001 College Place, Harlan, IA, US, 51537

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Marian Euvon "Bonnie Peterson Mass of Christian Burial

Pauley Jones - February 24 at 04:03 PM

“

2 files added to the album Bonnie Peterson

Anna Hoegh - February 24 at 11:58 AM

“

9 files added to the album Bonnie Peterson

Anna Hoegh - February 24 at 11:58 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you all.

Phyllis Allen - February 24 at 09:26 AM

“

I so enjoyed visiting with Bonnie. She always had so many stories and many laced
with wisdom. Also I have never seen so many giraffes in my life. May God welcome
her.

Pat Davitt - February 23 at 12:46 PM

“

Bonnie was a great caring lady who always loved to stop and visit. She loved sharing
stories of her family. I remember her carrying her vase of roses and flowers to share
at her meetings. 🦒

Gene and Jan Wilwerding - February 23 at 11:02 AM

“

The Nick Bruck Family wraps their arms around all The Peterson Family members.
As our
memories return to Portsmouth and going to church, looking to the left and seeing
the largest house in town. John and Dolly were raising their family and where Bonnie
lived. Our brother Nick Jr. married into The Herkenrath Family with the hand of Linda.
Bonnie you enjoyed bowling, now your joy is Heaven. May you and Dane rest in
peace together.
The Nick Bruck Family, Ron.

Ron Bruck - February 23 at 08:55 AM

“

Bonnie was a friendly lady. and a very proud mother and grandmother. Whether you
saw her on the street, the grocery store, or somewhere else, she always had time to
stop and talk to you and tell you about her children and grandchildren. She will be
missed by all wo new her.

Carol Jensen - February 22 at 12:10 PM

