Larry L. Kruse
January 31, 1944 - January 20, 2020

Lawrence Leo Kruse, son of Henry and Helen (Finnegan) Kruse, was born January 31,
1944 in Denison, Iowa. He was baptized and confirmed at St. Rose of Lima in Denison.
He attended St. Rose of Lima grade school and graduated from Denison High School with
the class of 1962. In 1966, Larry received his degree in education from Northwest
Missouri State in Maryville, Missouri, he then taught at St. Bernard’s in Breda, Iowa.
In 1968, he was drafted into the United States Army during the Vietnam War as a combat
medic and was wounded in action. Upon returning from his honorable discharge, Larry
taught in Harlan, Glenwood State Hospital, Onawa and Storm Lake in special education.
He was a member of St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church and Harlan American Legion. After
retirement, he moved back to Harlan.
Larry died on Monday, January 20, 2020 at Avoca Specialty Care in Avoca, Iowa, attaining
the age of seventy-five years, eleven months, and twenty days. In addition to his parents,
he was preceded in death by his sister Lois Carstens and brother Bill Kruse.
He is survived by his daughters Lynn Bissen, Mary Kruse, and ex-wife Lois Kruse all of
Harlan, Iowa; grandchildren Alli (Zach) Clemons, Meghan Bissen, Michaela Bissen, and
Hannah Bissen; brother Bob Kruse of Arizona, nieces and nephews; other family
members and friends.
A Celebration of Life Service was officiated by Rev. Wayne Gubbels on Thursday, January
23, 2020 at Pauley Jones Funeral Home in Harlan

Comments

“

I am so sorry to learn of the passing of Larry. Through many years, Larry has always
been in my memories of our time together at Denison High School. We played
basketball together. This is where most of my memories of him reside. He hit the
winning shot against Lake City as the clock expired.
But most importantly, he wrote the best message to me in my annual. I have read it
many times over the years. Larry was quiet, but he was honest and dependable and
reliable.
I join you in celebrating his life. The photo herein fits exactly all my memories of him.
Seventy five years plus is a long time, but it is never enough for those of us left to
remember and celebrate his life.
God bless his children and his family.

JOHN WESTCOTT - February 01 at 04:02 PM

“

“

John Westcott said it all. Rest in Heavenly Peace, Larry.
Judy Brodersen - February 04 at 11:13 AM

Lois Shook lit a candle in memory of Larry L. Kruse

Lois Shook - January 31 at 01:03 AM

