Joyce Delores Graeve
March 21, 1932 - August 24, 2020

Joyce Delores Graeve, daughter of William Feser and Anna (Greiner) Feser, was born
March 21, 1932, in Portsmouth, Iowa. She was baptized and confirmed at St. Mary’s in
Portsmouth and graduated from St. Mary’s Catholic School. After graduation, Joyce
attended Mount St. Scholastica College in Atchison, Kansas. She was employed in
Omaha, Nebraska, for Mutual Benefit until her marriage to Leonard Graeve on January 8,
1955. The couple wed at St. Peter’s Catholic Church in Omaha, and seven children were
born to this union: William, Harvey, Dale, Sharon, Julie, Mark and Stan.
The couple raised their children on the family farm near Earling, Iowa, where they were
members of St. Joseph’s Parish. Joyce made a large vegetable and flower garden, and
took particular pride in her pink petunias and colorful gladiolas. Joyce was always active
and creative, making quilts, doilies, ornaments and other treasured gifts. She enjoyed
refinishing furniture, crocheting, tatting, cake decorating and calligraphy. She also loved
dancing and traveling with Leonard, and baking and making treats for her grandkids.
Joyce and Leonard semi-retired in 1989 and moved to Harlan, Iowa, where they were
members of St. Michael’s Catholic Church. After moving to Harlan, Joyce served as a
Eucharistic Minister as well as a Lay Minister, delivering communion to the homebound
and the hospital. She joined the Catholic Daughters Court of St. Katherine in 1964 and
was a member of the St. Michael’s Guild. Joyce also worked for Mickel’s Catering Service
and at the local grocery store, passing out samples to customers. She put her family’s
needs before her own and instilled in her children the values of hard work, education and
faith.
Joyce died peacefully surrounded by her loving family on Monday, August 24, 2020,
having attained the age of 88 years, five months and three days. In addition to her
parents, she was preceded in death by her husband of 65 years, Leonard, and siblings
Floyd Feser, Mary Ann Feser, Marjorie Ohlinger, Mark Feser and Joan Gangestad.
She is survived by her children: William Graeve and his wife Jayne of Lincoln, Nebraska;
Harvey Graeve and his wife Laura of The Woodlands, Texas; Dale Graeve and his wife
Sue of Earling, Iowa; Sharon and her husband Dave Altman of La Vista, Nebraska; Julie
and her husband Daryl Klein of Omaha, Nebraska; Mark Graeve of Omaha, Nebraska;
Stan Graeve of Omaha, Nebraska; several grandchildren and great-grandchildren; her

sister Mildred Lang of Omaha, Nebraska; many nieces and nephews; and other family and
friends.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made in Joyce’s memory to Shelby County Catholic
Schools or to St. Judes.

Cemetery
St. Joseph's Cemetery
HWY Rd M16
Earling, IA, 51530

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Pauley Jones Funeral Homes, LLC - September 01 at 03:08 PM

“

Stan and Graeve Family,
So sorry to hear of your mom's passing. Our prayers are that time heals your
sadness and that grief gives way to the happy memories you can treasure for a
lifetime. Grief is temporary; salvation is eternal. Terry and Annelle Hyland

Terry & Annelle Hyland - September 01 at 05:52 PM

“

Joyce was such a kind and beautiful lady. She will be missed. I remember how my
mother loved and respected Joyce and with good reason. Both Leonard and Joyce
were so kind and loving to all.

Wayne Graeve - September 01 at 04:19 AM

“

Sarah Kleffman lit a candle in memory of Joyce Delores Graeve

Sarah Kleffman - August 30 at 02:12 PM

“

Our family loved being neighbors with your family. Lots of good times bike riding, etc.
in the neighborhood. Your mom was such a sweet and kind hearted lady and will be
missed.
Your family is in our thoughts and prayers.

Jayne (Pauley) Parker
Jayne Parker - August 29 at 01:25 PM

“

Lincoln priests purchased the Beautiful Heart Bouquet for the family of Joyce Delores
Graeve.

Lincoln priests - August 28 at 03:50 PM

“

Graeve family, So sorry about your mom passing. I used to visit with her at the
WellnessCenter. We had some nice talks. Keeping all of you in r thoughts n prayers!

Mary Bissen - August 27 at 09:55 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Joyce Delores Graeve.

August 27 at 05:30 PM

“

I remember Joyce coming in for her daily walk at the wellness center in Harlan. She
was a quiet, sweet lady. I became acquainted with her knowing that this was her time
to be out of the house while caring for her husband. I send my deepest sympathy
and prayers to her entire family.

Sharon Mathiasen - August 27 at 01:45 PM

“

“

The Catholic Daughters Court St. Katherine of Earling send our deepest sympathy to
Joyce's family. We will be remembering her in our Rosaries! May she rest in peace.
Regent Maribeth Zimmerman

Maribeth Zimmerman - August 27 at 01:45 PM

“

Daryl and Family, sending hugs and comfort from Ohio for the loss your family is
experiencing. Hold each other close in the coming days and use the memories and
love to carry on Joyce's memory. -Ashlie

Ashlie Hammett - August 27 at 01:35 PM

“

Graeve family, We are so sorry to hear of your loss. Your mother was a very kind and
classy woman. She will not be forgotten.

Don & Mary Assmann and Bud Weis - August 27 at 11:49 AM

“

Daryl and family, Dylan and I would like to express our sympathy on the passing of
Joyce. May the memories you've created through the years help sustain you now.
We are praying for peace and comfort for you. Vicki

Vicki Meinhardt - August 27 at 10:46 AM

“

Bill, Harvey, Dale, Sharon, Julie, Stan and Mark
Condolences from the Lang Family.
We are saddened by the passing of Aunt Joyce.
It is tough to see the greatest generation moving on…
We all have many fond memories of your parents and time spent with your family as
children.
I remember their gentle personalities and sense of humor.
They were quietly proud of all of you and your accomplishments.
Uncle Leonard and Aunt Joyce are together again.

Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
Aunt Mildred, Melinda, Pat and Joe
Joe Lang - August 26 at 06:46 PM

“

We are saddened to hear about the passing of Aunt Joyce. Such a lovely lady with a lot of
class. You will be missed Aunt Joyce but will see you again in heaven. Prayers and love to
her family.
Linda Musich - August 27 at 03:30 PM

“

My sincere condolences to Joyce's family. I always enjoyed visiting with her &
Leonard. They are together again resting in God's land. They will be missed!

Mary Carroll - August 26 at 05:35 PM

