JoAnn Mildred Lees
June 16, 1941 - July 6, 2019

JoAnn Mildred Lees, daughter of Earl and Dorothy (Huff) Shelby, was born on June 16,
1941 in Ingraham Township near Silver City, Iowa. She was baptized and confirmed at St.
John’s Lutheran Church in Mineola, Iowa and attended Country School near Silver City
and Stanton, Iowa and graduated from Treynor High School with the class of 1958.
After graduation she worked as a bookkeeper at City National Bank in Council Bluffs,
Iowa. On June 26, 1960, JoAnn was united into marriage to Charles Lees, the son of John
and Emma (McCarty) Lees at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Mineola. To this union two
children were born: Paul and Cheryl.
JoAnn and Charles started their marriage on a farm near Hancock where Paul was born.
They then moved to a farm near Malvern, Iowa, where Cheryl was born, and lived there
for five years. In 1968, the four of them moved to the farm outside of Avoca where they
have lived for the past fifty-one years.
JoAnn was involved in various activities and you could always see her working with other
in Sunday School, Bible School and 4-H. She loved flowers, gardening, canning, sewing
and quilting. She was known for her delicious dinner rolls, egg salad and pies. JoAnn was
an avid cat lover and always had a name for each one.
On Saturday, July 6, 2019, JoAnn passed away at the Oakland Manor in Oakland, Iowa,
having attained the age of seventy-eight years and twenty days. She is preceded in death
by her parents: Earl and Dorothy.
Left to cherish her memories are her husband of fifty-nine years, Charles of Avoca, Iowa;
son Paul (Suzanne) Lees of Walnut, Iowa; daughter Cheryl (Carlos) Carrasco of Litchfield
Park, Arizona; grandchildren Erika Lees of Maryville, Missouri; Blaine Lees of Walnut,
Iowa; Ashley Lees of Walnut, Iowa; Carly Carrasco of Litchfield Park, Arizona; Cara
Carrasco of Litchfield Park, Arizona; sister Janice (Dean) Kruse of Glenwood, Iowa; other
family and many friends.
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Comments

“

I have so many memories of JoAnn from 4H. She was so nice and sweet, always
had something nice to say to everyone! She will be missed! Sending hugs and
prayers to you!

Sharon (Holtz) and Jerry Hoffmann - July 10 at 06:08 PM

“

Our sympathy to the Lees family. JoAnn was a special lady. Always enjoyed visiting
with her and seeing her beautiful smile. Loved viewing the family photos. You all
have been blessed with her presence. May God bring you peace now.

Arnie and Carol Sampson - July 10 at 04:51 PM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of JoAnn Mildred Lees.

July 10 at 12:32 PM

“

82 files added to the album LifeTributes

Pauley Jones Funeral Homes, LLC - July 10 at 10:40 AM

“

Three fond memories are Aunt JoAnn fixing liver for me when I was homesick during
an annual summer visit. I learned how to ride Cheryl’s banana-seat bike in their yard
when I was eight. I regularly requested homemade pie for my birthday and Aunt
JoAnn exceeded my expectations every time!!

Shelley Williams - July 09 at 07:03 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with your family. Cherished memories of JoAnn and
Mom at the many 4-H and music activities we were in. Loved her smile and always
happy to visit with you . She will be missed.

Julie Wade - July 09 at 01:17 PM

“

Julie Wade lit a candle in memory of JoAnn Mildred Lees

Julie Wade - July 09 at 01:10 PM

“

JoAnn was a blessing to all who knew her. We know she will be deeply missed. We
are very sorry for your loss. A fun memory: JoAnn described her toe surgery to us in
detail. We screamed and laughed as she described the procedure. It really wasn't a
laughing matter, but she made the story very entertaining! JoAnn: a beautiful person.

Vickie Brown - July 09 at 10:20 AM

“

So sorry to hear of JoAnn's passing. She was always so sweet. Our prayers are with
you.

Dennis and Connie Beckman - July 08 at 07:00 PM

