Jerry Warner Mez
August 30, 1940 - September 29, 2021

Jerry Warner Mez, son of Max and Wilma (Warner) Mez, was born on August 30, 1940 in
Falls City, Nebraska. He attended school in Avoca and graduated with the class of 1958.
After graduation he attended Midland College in Fremont, Nebraska, where he met Joyce
Schmid. He graduated with a Bachelor's Degree in Business. Jerry and Joyce were
married on August 4, 1963, in Lodgepole, Nebraska. To this union they had three children:
Jay, Joel and Joy.
Jerry left from his honeymoon and entered into the United States Army, where he was
stationed in Korea during the Vietnam War. After he was honorably discharged he
returned to Avoca to work for his father at Avoca Implement, eventually taking the
business over for his father. Jerry retired from running Avoca Implement in 2008 and
began working on his dream-Farmall-Land USA museum, an incredible collection of all
things Farmall.
Jerry was involved in many organizations throughout his life including: School Board,
Rotary, Nebraska and Iowa Farm Implement Dealers Association, Antique Collectors
Clubs, was a Pee Wee Baseball Coach and Cub Scout leader and other activities that
involved his children. Jerry and Joyce were avid travelers. They traveled the world and
also and loved spending time in Lincoln, Nebraska, Fremont, Nebraska and Las Vegas.
Above all, Jerry was a supportive husband and father and was given the status of
"Grandpa" by the grandchildren whom he loved and adored unconditionally.
On Wednesday, September 29, 2021, Jerry passed away with family by his side at
Hansen House in Council Bluffs having attained the age of eighty-one years and thirty
days. He was preceded in death by his parents Max and Wilma; brother Ronald; step
mother Lottie; and step-brother Willis Rock.
Left to cherish his memory are his wife of fifty-eight years Joyce Mez of Avoca, Iowa;
children Jay Mez of Council Bluffs, Iowa; Joel (Kim) Mez of Las Vegas, Nevada; Joy (Jon)
Ludvigsen of Fremont, Nebraska; seven grandchildren: Joseph and Christine Mez;

Rachel, Megan and Gavin Mez; Hope and Holly Ludvigsen; sister Janet Johnson of
Seattle, Washington; nephew Derek Johnson (Cary Chavis) of Washington, DC; stepsisters Lavonne Gerlt of Omaha, Nebraska; Sally Millsapps of Colorado; step-sister-in-law
Dora Rock of Avoca, Iowa; other family, nieces and nephews and many, many friends.
The Family of Jerry Mez is requesting that face masks be worn to enter at both the
visitation and funeral service. Thank you!
Memorials can be addressed in honor of Jerry Mez and sent to:
Hansen House - Council Bluffs
2331 Nash Blvd.
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501

Cemetery

Events

Graceland Cemetery

OCT

US HWY 59 South off of I80 8
Avoca, IA, 51521

Public Visitation

02:00PM - 08:00PM

Pauley Jones Funeral Home - Avoca
1304 N. Sawmill Dr., PO Box 657, Avoca, IA, US,
51521

OCT
9

Funeral Service

10:30AM

Trinity Lutheran Church
301 North Chestnut Street, Avoca, IA, US, 51521

Comments

“

I remember my dad and grandpa telling me he was a great guy and my grandpa
donated his 1206 international with a cab to his museum I am going to miss jerry
alot.

Zach Ploen - October 21 at 03:33 PM

“

1 file added to the album Jerry Mez Funeral Service

Mike Jones - October 11 at 11:26 AM

“

We offer our condolences to the Family and Friends of Jerry Mez. Because of his
vision so many people who grew up on farms were able to visit Farm-All Land. My
husband and I visited in 2018. Like so many others, my husband found a tractor like
his dad had on the farm all those years ago. Mr. Mez was kind, professional and
instrumental in restoring those enduring memories for so many people who had
farmed with their parents and grandparents. Mr. Mez was a unique and amazing
individual. Our lives are richer because of his dream of Farm-All Land.
Charlene and Dennis Koesters

Charlene Koesters - October 04 at 07:30 PM

“

Our son keeps up with numerous ag sites and he saw the one posted about Jerry's
death and contacted me. In looking up this website I noticed several others from the
Avoca area that had died who I knew and remembered from my internship year in
Avoca. All were important to me but too many to personally send condolences. For
Jerry there was a connection since my grandfather in Texas had purchased his first
tractor in 1936. A Farmall F12. And Jerry and Joyce even went to see Elvis in
Omaha the spring of 1974. Jerry was an eclectic kind of guy and probably didn't even
know it. And he will be remembered by so many! The grief that the family and friends
experience is comforted by our faith in God who takes care of death. It is not the final
word. What we cannot do about death, God takes that sting of death away through
Jesus' death. For believers, the resurrection is ours. And cherish and remember the
fond memories to help bring you comfort now. Gary Kleypas

Gary & Sharon Kleypas - October 03 at 06:00 PM

“

Joyce and family,
Please except Steve and eyes deepest sympathies for the loss of Jeri. He had a
bigger than life personality and he was so kind and caring. I know that Cheryl and
Dad both treasured your friendship and for that alone I am grateful. Sending our love
and hugs, Lori and Steve Rea

Lori Rea - October 02 at 05:45 PM

“

Through the 30 years we were in business in Avoca we were honored to have the
friendship of the Mez family Joyce and family you have our deepest sympathy for you
all. Pat & Ron Knutson

Ron Knutson - October 02 at 03:47 PM

“

I’m saddened too hear about Jerry.I wish your family well.

Patricia Sampier (Nonnweiler) - October 02 at 09:31 AM

“

So sorry to hear of your loss. I used to ride with Jerry when we attended Midland
College in Fremont. Will remember him as a gentleman. Our sympathies to Joyce
and family

Dale Kaven - October 01 at 08:00 PM

“

“The job” is what brought Jerry into my life more than 25 yrs ago. Our mutual love for
preserving the IH history is what kept us in regular contact ever since. That common
thread developed a friendship that superseded cold iron and paint. Jerry will be
missed on many levels, not the least of which is the phone call out of the blue
whether it was to confirm the latest plans for the next Red Power Roundup or just
because. My sincere sympathy to Jerry’s family.

Chuck Johnson - October 01 at 06:11 PM

“

Sending our sympathy to all of the Mez family. We have the memories of Jerry and
family pulling with us at the garden tractor pulls and our visits with Jerry at the
museum. The quilt we got at the sale with pictures with Jerry and Joyce will be
cherished.
Thinking of you all at this time. Lawrence and Marietta Wedel

Marietta Wedek - September 30 at 10:26 PM

“

I had the good fortune to work with Jerry to make many images of his tractors, and a
few of him along the way. I met him as a photographer, and grew to consider him a
friend. I particularly respected the way he built his business, did what he loved, and
put his family and friends first. He was a great man, and I feel blessed to have known
him. I'd like to extend my condolences to his family for the loss. Godspeed. -- Lee
Klancher

Lee Klancher - September 30 at 08:19 PM

“

Our sympathy to the family of Jerry Mez, we visited Farmall land twice in past 10
years & met Jerry & his wife, & enjoyed it so much. We travelled from Ontario
Canada purposely to visit the museum. Sincere sympathy & prayers. Allan & Kathy
Killins, from Canada

Kathy Allan Killins - September 30 at 06:15 PM

“

I always remembered that Jerry always had a smile on his face and always greeted
you with a Hello. He will be grately missed. Thoughts and prayers are with family and
friends

Dan and Jackie Riessen - September 30 at 05:02 PM

“

“

He bought a big smile to many faces with farmall land
bob mages - October 02 at 09:05 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Jerry Warner Mez.

September 30 at 10:51 AM

