Ellsworth Harper Shannon
December 20, 1917 - August 17, 2020

Ellsworth Harper Shannon, age 102, died on Monday, August 17, 2020, at the Manilla
Manor in Manilla, Iowa.
He was born December 20, 1917, in Greeley Township near Irwin, Iowa, the son of Harper
and Helen (Hunter) Shannon. Ellsworth attended school at the Kirkman Community
School and graduated high school there in 1935.
On December 1, 1940, he was united in marriage to Doris Wailes of Manning at the
Methodist Church in Manning. The couple was married for over 66 years, and Doris
preceded him in death on April 9, 2007.
After their marriage, Ellsworth and Doris lived with his parents in Kirkman for a couple
years before they moved to the farm where they lived for over 60 years. Ellsworth had
farmed with his father since he was a young boy. In addition to farming and custom baling,
he worked various odd jobs during their marriage.
For several years he worked for the USDA office (formerly ASCS). He was employed parttime there when he broke his leg in a tractor accident in 1992.
Ellsworth was a member of the Irwin-Kirkman Community School Board during the
reorganization in the 1950's. He was the oldest member of the Kirkman United Methodist
Church where he had attended since he was a baby. There he served on the church
board, as a Sunday School teacher and as a Sunday School Superintendent. He was a
past 4H leader and worked at the Shelby County Fair with small animals for several years.
During holiday seasons, Ellsworth was famous for ringing his sleigh bells to the tunes of
Christmas carols, especially when the LNO Club went caroling in the neighborhood. The
bells are antique and were used on his family sleigh in his younger days.
Ellsworth enjoyed reading, working, fishing, gardening, watching television, especially old
westerns and game shows, and playing cards and other games with friends, relatives, and
grandchildren. Ellsworth was a mild-mannered man who loved the Lord and his family.
In addition to his wife, Ellsworth was preceded in death by his parents, a sister and
brother-in-law, Cecilia and Howard Gray, two brothers and sisters-in-law, Bob and Mary
Shannon and Bill and Dorothy Shannon. He is survived by three children and their
spouses: Pat Olson and husband Norris of Manilla; Nancy Douglas and husband Lynn of
Edina, Missouri; and Jack Shannon and wife Lori of Manning.

He is survived by three grandchildren: Gloria Irlbeck of Manning, Mark Olson of Council
Bluffs, and Shannon Meister of Council Bluffs; five great grandchildren: Melissa (Travis)
Riesberg, Michelle (Alex) Johnston and MaKayla Irlbeck, Lauren and Nathan Olson, and
three great-great grandchildren: Landyn Irlbeck and Justin and Blake Riesberg.
In addition to his children and grandchildren, Ellsworth is survived by cousins and
numerous nieces, nephews, and friends.

Cemetery
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Oak Hill Cemetery

AUG
20

Irwin, IA, 51446

Visitation

05:00PM - 08:00PM

Pauley Jones Funeral Home - Harlan
1304 Ninth Street, Harlan, IA, US, 51537

AUG
21

Funeral Service

11:00AM

United Methodist Church
301 Ada Street, Irwin, IA, US, 51446

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Pauley Jones Funeral Homes, LLC - September 04, 2020 at 11:39 AM

“

Ellsworth knew my uncle and my dad (Hans and Paul Nielsen) quite well so I saw
him at our farm quite a bit while young and he often came in the kitchen for tea or
coffee and visiting. I also loved his name; he's the only "Ellsworth" I've ever known.
He was a great friend and neighbor. He aged well - he looked the same to me all the
years since! My condolences to his family.
Julie McKeever

Julia McKeever - August 23, 2020 at 07:16 PM

“

Patty, Nancy, and Jack--My condolences on your father's passing. He certainly
reached an age that not many achieve! Nancy, I remember riding in the back of your
family's station wagon years ago with several other classmates of ours. Your dad
gave us quite a ride.

Wanda Sabby - August 22, 2020 at 09:42 PM

“

We got to know Ellsworth when he came to Missouri to visit his daughter, Nancy, and
her family. He would join her at our church events at the Brashear UMC. We had
many fine chats about lots of interesting topics. He will be missed.

Nancy Platz - August 21, 2020 at 07:26 PM

“

Ellsworth and Doris were our neighbors and good friends with my parents. Ole Blue
was the best guy ever! Once when I was little I asked my dad who his best friend
was and he said “Well your mom of course! But next it’s Ellsworth”. He was always
there to help out my dad with farming and vice versa. He also had the best jokes!
Such a nice sweet guy that will be missed by all who knew him. He was the best!

Becky Feset - August 20, 2020 at 06:10 PM

“

So sad to hear of Uncle Elsworth’s passing. I’m sure he is having a good visit with his
brothers and sister. He was a good person! My thoughts, prayers, and love are with
his family.
Claudia and Jack Peterson

Claudia Peterson - August 20, 2020 at 06:04 PM

“

Patty & Norris, Nancy & Linn, Jack & Lori and family,
You all know how very much Your father was such special man. His kindness to my
family as I grew up and even after I was grown, has been kept in my heart all these
years. He was the image of what a Gentleman truly was. I am glad to have him as
my Uncle Ellsworth and love him dearly. I was so glad to have visited with him last
August. He still had the sweet kind smile, and soft spoken voice, I remember from my
younger days. I know he's in Heaven smiling down on his beautiful family and will be
your Guardian Angel along with your Mom. I send you all my Deepest Sympathy and
will have you in my prayers during the tough days ahead.
Love to you all, Your Cousin, Kathy Wailes Cartwright.

Kathy Wailes Cartwright - August 20, 2020 at 02:57 AM

“

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of Ellsworth Harper Shannon.

August 19, 2020 at 11:16 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Ellsworth Harper Shannon.

August 19, 2020 at 10:59 PM

“

Shannon, Nancy, Pat and families, we were so sad to hear of Ellsworth's passing. He
was such a joy. You were so blessed to have him with you for so long. We always
enjoyed suppers with you all. And loved visiting when "Grandpa" came to Monroe
with Shannon when she preached. He will be missed so much. Sending you love,
hugs and prayers for comfort.
Don & KC Hummel

KC and Don't Hummel - August 19, 2020 at 10:53 PM

“

Love, Gary and Eileen Snow purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the family of
Ellsworth Harper Shannon.

Love, Gary and Eileen Snow - August 19, 2020 at 10:01 PM

“

We so enjoyed our last visit with Ellsworth, Jack and Patty a year and a half ago. He
was always a joy to visit with and so sharp. So many great memories over the years
when we lived by grandma Appel. We are thinking of you all. I know you all did a
wonderful job of keeping him in his home living independently For many years.
Prayers for all of you going up to our Lord during this time. Cherish your shared
memories. Love Cindy and Randy Stephens.

Cindy Schiltz Stephens - August 19, 2020 at 09:22 PM

“

So many fond memories of visiting both “Boy” and Doris. Dois’ great sun tea and a
good old fashion game of pitch. So sorry for your loss. Your family is on our prayers.
Carman (Gray) Grove.

Carman Grove - August 19, 2020 at 06:42 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Ellsworth Harper Shannon.

August 19, 2020 at 11:25 AM

“

Jan And Gene Wilwerding sent a virtual gift in memory of Ellsworth Harper Shannon

Jan and Gene Wilwerding - August 18, 2020 at 09:43 PM

