Charles V. Erlbacher
February 21, 1951 - January 6, 2020

Charles Vern Erlbacher, son of Leonard and Magdalen (Freund) Erlbacher, was born
February 21, 1951 in Harlan, Iowa. He attended grade school at St. Joseph’s in Earling
until his Junior year of high school then graduated from Dow City-Arion High School with
the class of 1969. He then enlisted into the United States National Guard Reserve. On
June 6, 1987, Charlie was united in marriage to Doris Rohe at St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church in Earling, Iowa. Together they raised five children: Carla, Kristy, Douglas, Bonnie,
and Scott.
He farmed his whole life, also working various other jobs including trucking, seed sales,
grain merchandising, and custom farming. Charles and his brothers took over their dad’s
farm when he retired. He loved being on the farm and raising his cattle and hogs for over
40 years. In addition to traditional row crops, Charles grew popcorn. He was so proud of
his work.
Charles enjoyed going to tractor pulls, raising crops, cattle and hogs, and playing Euchre
with anyone who would play. He also enjoyed TV shows like Walker Texas Ranger,
Chicago PD, Wheel of Fortune, and pretty much any western movie. His favorite joy of all
was his family. He was a proud papa to his granddaughter, Fiona, and a very proud father
to his kids. Charles enjoyed taking his son Scott to his various events, and being his
personal coach for the Special Olympics. He enjoyed trips to the farm to check up on
Doug to make sure he was doing what he was supposed to be doing. Of course he was
glad to do it because it combined his two favorite loves; farm and family. Even with his
declining mobility, he kept working on the farm. During the last harvest, Doug got Charles
in the combine so he could make rounds bringing the crops in and he smiled so wide you
could see his teeth from the road.
Charles passed away on Monday, January 6, 2020 at Crawford County Memorial Hospital
in Denison, Iowa, attaining the age of sixty-eight years, ten months and sixteen days. In
addition to his parents, he was proceeded in death by his siblings Gerald Erlbacher and
Phyllis Roberts.
He is survived by his wife Doris Erlbacher of Dow City, Iowa; children Carla Erlbacher of
Council Bluffs, Iowa; Kristy Eller of Smithville, Missouri; Douglas (Katie) Erlbacher of Dow
City; Bonnie Erlbacher of Austin, Texas; Scott Erlbacher of Harlan, Iowa;one

granddaughter, Fiona; sisters Elaine (James) Barrett of Omaha, Nebraska; Marie Kenkel
of Earling, Iowa; Jan (Jack) Duffy-Gilsdorf of Omaha, Nebraska; brothers Allan “Tim”
(Jane) Erlbacher of Defiance, Iowa; Dean (Dana) Erlbacher of Defiance; nieces and
nephews; other family members and many friends.

Events
JAN
10

Visitation

04:00PM - 08:00PM

St. Joseph's Catholic Church
212 Second Street, Earling, IA, US, 51530

JAN
10

Wake Service

07:00PM

St. Joseph's Catholic Church
212 Second Street, Earling, IA, US, 51530

JAN
11

Mass of Christian Burial

10:30AM

St. Joseph's Catholic Church
212 Second Street, Earling, IA, US, 51530

Comments

“

Our deepest sympathy to your family Charlie was an amazing man with a big g heart
always saying hello to everyone

Roger and Melanie beam - January 12 at 02:33 PM

“

Roger And Melanie Beam lit a candle in memory of Charles V. Erlbacher

Roger and Melanie beam - January 12 at 02:32 PM

“

Dear Doris and Family,
We were so sorry to hear of Charlie's passing. We do remember his bright smile and
his neat sense of humor when visiting with him at various events in Earling.
May God comfort all of you at this difficult time. May he now rest in peace in the
glories of Heaven.
Bob & Joan Gaul
Johnston, IA

Bob and Joan Gaul - January 11 at 01:06 PM

“

Doris & Family:
So sorry to hear of Charlie's passing. Always enojed chatting when we crossed
paths.
My thoughts and prayers are with you.

Jerry Boger - January 11 at 09:12 AM

“

Doris, Deepest sympathy with Charlie's passing. Prayer for strength. Cherish his love
and memories. May your faith in God to help you and your family through this difficult
time. Hugs

Marti Rose - January 10 at 09:38 PM

“

Doris, I am very sorry to here of Charlie's passing. My thoughts and prayer are with
you and your family. I have been through this also. Please use your faith in God to
help you with this loss. God Bess.
Don Wurr (Eddie)

Don Wurr - January 10 at 06:05 PM

“

11 files added to the album LifeTributes

Pauley Jones Funeral Homes, LLC - January 10 at 02:57 PM

“

101 files added to the album LifeTributes

Pauley Jones Funeral Homes, LLC - January 10 at 12:19 PM

“

Myrna Kolln lit a candle in memory of Charles V. Erlbacher

Myrna Kolln - January 09 at 08:10 PM

“

Doris & family, My heart goes out to you. I always remember Charlie with a smile. I
pray God wraps his arms around you & gives you peace as you say good-bye to him
here on Earth. With love!

Janet (Genen) Smith - January 09 at 01:07 PM

“

Doris, I am so sorry to hear that your Charles passed away. My heart goes out to you
and your family. We are praying for you. Let us know if the Catholic Daughters can
help with anything. We love you!

Maribeth Zimmerman - January 09 at 11:00 AM

“

Ronda Chase lit a candle in memory of Charles V. Erlbacher

Ronda Chase - January 08 at 08:10 PM

