Carrie Laurene Rees
April 8, 1924 - June 27, 2020

Carrie Laurene Rees was born on April 8, 1924, to Jorgen and Anna (Hansen) Bonnesen
in Verdigre, Nebraska. She graduated in May of 1941 and received her RN Degree from
Lutheran Hospital School of Nursing in Sioux City, Iowa.
On October 6, 1951, Carrie was united into marriage to Daniel Rees at Forbes Air Force
Base in Topeka, Kansas. Two children were born to this union: Randy and Anna Belle.
After Daniel’s retirement from the military, they settled in Avoca, Iowa to raise their two
children. In Avoca, Carrie and Daniel purchased the Sportsman Restaurant and ran it from
1970-1973. In August 2008, they moved to Primrose Retirement Community in Council
Bluffs. Daniel passed away in 2010 and Carrie moved to Avoca Specialty Care in 2019.
Carrie passed away on Saturday, June 27, 2020 at Myrtue Medical Center in Harlan,
Iowa, having attained the age of ninety-six years, two months and nineteen days. She was
preceded in death by her parents Jorgen and Anna; husband Daniel; and siblings Hans,
Vera and Emma.
Left to cherish the wonderful memories are her children Randy (Jennifer) Rees of Harlan,
Iowa; Anna Belle (Tim) Mills of Dupont, WA; grandchildren Daniel (Tanya) Rees;
Jacqueline (Brian) Meyer; James (Lindsey) Mills; Alison (Nate) Harmon; 9 great
grandchildren; nieces and nephews, other family and friends.
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Comments

“

Randy and Anna Belle, my sympathy on the loss of your mother. She was a
wonderful lady and a lot of fun to be around. You are in my thoughts and prayers.
Ron Karstens

Ron Karstens - July 06 at 05:35 PM

“

I was also one of Carrie's nursing students. I echo what others have written...great
nurse and teacher; high expectations but down to earth; and that smile! She left a
lasting and positive impression. I am sorry for your loss. -Joyce Mumm

Joyce Mumm - July 04 at 05:31 PM

“

My sympathy and prayers for the family. I taught with Carrie at IWCC. We had lots of
good times in our work.
Jeanette Knudsen

Jeanette Knudsen - July 01 at 01:01 PM

“

Deb Andersen Oliver lit a candle in memory of Carrie Laurene Rees

Deb Andersen Oliver - June 30 at 09:00 PM

“

Randy and Anna Belle,and family . Dave and I are so sorry for your loss, Moms are
always special people I remember working with your mom at Iowa Western for many
years. We use to laugh behind her closed doors about the boss we had. I remember
many times we would decide if we were going to close school that morning due to
weather, by her going out and walking on the road infront of her house , then she
would call me back and say, no way we are cancelling. see you tomorrow. she was a
very special lady!!!! Dave and Deb King

deb and dave king - June 30 at 09:00 PM

“

So sorry for your loss, my thoughts are with you all.
Mary(Gerholdt)Larson

Mary Larson - June 30 at 08:13 PM

“

Randy, My deepest sympathies to you and you family! I hope the beautiful memories
of you Mom will help you through these difficult times.
Natalie Schuler Felhofer

Natalie Felhofer - June 30 at 05:43 PM

“

To Randy and Ann—I can still picture your Dad and Mom playing cards with my
parents! My Mom and yours share lots of laughter together. Now the four of them
together are having card games in Heaven! Please know I send my deepest
sympathy to all the family!

Deborah Osborn - June 30 at 05:10 PM

“

To Randy and Anna Belle, Thoughts and prayers are with you and your family. So
sorry for the loss of your mother. Rest in peace, Carrie.

Jackie(Petersen) and Dan Riessen - June 30 at 04:55 PM

“

To Randy&Ann,
Moms are special people, and we will pray for you and your families. I remember all
the conversations I had with your Mom and Dad at the good old "Sportsman".
Sincerely, Ron Gustafson

Ronald Gustafson - June 30 at 04:44 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Carrie Laurene Rees.

June 30 at 11:23 AM

“

Mrs.Rees was one of my instructors during LPN School (1978) in Harlan. She could
be a bit intimidating but her desire was to make us the best nurses possible and she
did a darn good job! She would say nursing was 95% common sense and she taught
us how to use our common sense or hurry up and get some! She was tough but I can
still remember her smile when she was pleased by something. I have deep respect
for her knowledge and commitment to teaching and helping others. My deepest
sympathy to her family. Sincerely,Shirley Tschirren

Shirley Tschirren - June 29 at 10:28 PM

