Alvin Reinig
June 5, 1925 - November 22, 2020

Alvin Hubert Reinig was born June 5, 1925, in a farmhouse east of Panama, Iowa. He was
the fifth of thirteen children born to August and Mary (Kenkel) Reinig. There was one
faucet with cold running water into the house which was a “big thing at the time.” In 1937,
Al’s father bought his first tractor. Until then, all the farming was done with horses. Al
attended Panama’s Catholic school through the ninth grade. When his family moved to a
farm west of Portsmouth in 1941 and he was 16 years old, he quit school. He
remembered milking cows and hitching horses in early morning darkness by the light of a
gas lantern. Al was 21 years old in 1946 when electricity was finally installed at their
Portsmouth farm home.
In 1947, Millie Buman had graduated from the Tennant, Iowa, high school and was starting
nurses training in Omaha when she and Al met. Millie and her brother were headed to a
dance when they stopped in Portsmouth to pick up Al and two others, and it was the
beginning of a lifelong relationship. Millie was not allowed to be married while in nurse’s
training, so they remained engaged for an extended period. Although you could be
engaged, you were not allowed to wear your engagement ring while on nursing duty, a
rule which Millie defied and faced possible expulsion for.
Al and Millie were married on December 30, 1950, on the second floor of St. Mary’s
Catholic School in Portsmouth, Iowa. Six weeks later, Al was inducted into the Army and
went to Camp Carson in Colorado. Al stole occasional weekends home to see his bride,
sometimes without permission. On October 10, 1951, Al received a telegram from Millie
that his first daughter had been born the previous day. While in the Army, he sent $100 a
month home to his wife and daughter and kept the balance of his pay ($30) to live on. In
1953, Al was honorably discharged and returned to Iowa and his young family to farm. He
would carry a copy of his military discharge form in his wallet for the rest of his life.
In 1959, Al and Millie moved their growing family to a farm north of Portsmouth that they
had purchased. They would live there for the next 33 years, working, praying, and raising
their family. They were active members of St. Mary’s Catholic Church and the American
Legion in Portsmouth. Al retired from farming in 1987, and in 1992 he and Millie moved to
Harlan and joined St. Michael’s parish.
Al died on November 22, 2020, in Harlan, Iowa. He will be lovingly remembered for his

devotion to his family, his faith, his patience, and his sense of humor which only increased
with age. Due to Covid restrictions and concerns, a private funeral mass will be held with
only children and grandchildren present.
He is preceded in death by his parents August and Mary (Kenkel) Reinig and by 10 of his
siblings: Rita Ohlinger, Bob Reinig, Joe Reinig, Therese Krupicka, Mary Slaven, Catherine
Schomers, Fritz Reinig, Rose Mary Reinig (infant), Don Reinig, and Augustine Reinig
(infant). He is survived by his loving wife of 69 years and 11 months, Millie (Buman)
Reinig; by his 5 children: Theresa (James, deceased) Caffrey of Omaha, NE; Patricia
(Paul) Koffron of Tiffin, IA; Thomas (Denise) Reinig of Portsmouth, IA; Karen (Jerry)
Bexten of Omaha, NE; and Janet (Jody Ruckman) Reinig of Omaha, NE; brother Tony
Reinig of Harlan, IA; sister Cecilia Tunnell of California; and by 13 grandchildren and 14
great grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers family suggests memorial be made to Portsmouth American Legion.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Pauley Jones Funeral Homes, LLC - November 27, 2020 at 07:23 PM

“

Uncle Al was a great man. Throughout life he was best of friends with my father,
Gerald. He was always happy and made time for family and anyone that stopped to
visit him. He will be missed.
- Dave Reinig

David Reinig - November 30, 2020 at 12:19 PM

“

Charlaye James lit a candle in memory of Alvin Reinig

Charlaye James - November 27, 2020 at 08:24 PM

“

Ann Breedlove lit a candle in memory of Alvin Reinig

Ann Breedlove - November 25, 2020 at 03:40 PM

“

7 files added to the tribute wall

Janet Reinig - November 24, 2020 at 07:25 PM

“

Tami lit a candle in memory of Alvin Reinig

Tami - November 24, 2020 at 07:08 PM

“

Always full of smiles and a laugh fly free
Tami - November 24, 2020 at 07:09 PM

“

Our dad (Nick) continued to remind us that the Reinig Families work ethics was a
extreme benefit for the community. Our dad was proud to be in The Legion with Al.
Rest in Peace.
The Nick Bruck Family.
Ron Bruck

Ron Bruck - November 24, 2020 at 08:01 AM

“

Grandpa,
Your favorite cookies just got finished baking. Don’t worry I will eat a couple extra for
you.
I hope that you have been living your best life the last few months with all the coffee
your heart desired and all the soft-serve ice cream that you could eat.
I will always cherish the scrapbook story-time, the 10-point pitch games, the candy
drawer at the house, the sweet corn harvests at the farm, the wrapping paper
snowball fights, the basketball hoop at Elm Crest, your contagious laugh, your ornery
and silly personality and so so much more.
I hope that you now can recall everything that your brain has struggled to hold onto
for the last few years.
We love you and miss you. We will take good care of Grandma for you until you two
can be together again.
PS she said you better be saving her a spot up there.

Megan Ruckman - November 23, 2020 at 10:18 PM

“

Grandpa Al. You are at peace with the Heavenly Father now. You had a wonderful 95
years. You fought valiantly over the last 2-1/2 weeks against nasty covid. Hopefully
you are getting that "good cup of coffee" that you were telling everyone you wanted
last Thursday. Loved our time together through the years. Some of my favorites were
sledding down hill at the farm and snowball fights. Enjoyed riding on the tractor with
you. Especially enjoyed it when you raised us in the bucket to pick cherries. I love
sweet corn and will think of you every time I eat it.

Katie Ferguson - November 23, 2020 at 08:51 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories of Dad

Maria A. Reinig - November 23, 2020 at 08:47 PM

“

9 files added to the tribute wall

Janet Reinig - November 23, 2020 at 08:08 PM

“

4 files added to the album Memories of Dad

Regina - November 23, 2020 at 07:48 PM

“

15 files added to the album Memories of Dad

Karen Bexten - November 23, 2020 at 06:03 PM

“

Tom and family, I’m very sorry for your loss! It’s very difficult to lose a parent but time
will lessen the pain and grief but your memories of them will last forever!

Marty Huebner - November 23, 2020 at 03:28 PM

“

5 files added to the album Memories of Dad

Karen Bexten - November 23, 2020 at 02:03 PM

“

You will be missed Uncle Al. Tell Joe and Curly hello and give them a big hug from
me and Mike.

Char Reinig - November 23, 2020 at 11:40 AM

“

Al was 5 months older than my mom and his first cousin, Bernice Kenkel Bissen.
Family was very important to these people. Sorry for your loss, Reinig family. God
bless you.

Betty Bissen Foxhoven - November 23, 2020 at 10:39 AM

